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What is the best kept secret? As mem-
bers we know it is UNICO National. I 
have heard that repeatedly since be-
coming a member of UNICO. Since the 
inception of UNICO in 1922, we have 
promoted our Italian heritage and cul-
ture, combated discrimination and nega-
tive stereotypes, engaged in charitable 
works, supported higher education, and 
performed patriotic deeds. All members 
are aware of the remarkable work we do 
for those less fortunate in our communi-
ties but outside of UNICO we are still 
the best kept secret. In the coming year, I 
would like to expand our National Iden-
tity and increase our Chapter member-
ship and National members.

The last three months have flown by 
and we have enjoyed visiting many Chap-
ters and Districts. First Lady Debbie and 
I truly appreciate each of the warm wel-
comes we have received. It is great to see 
the enthusiasm of the membership and 
their pride in being Italian Americans.

Here is a sampling of what I have 
witnessed:

I was welcomed by the Greater Ramsey 
Chapter members and President Kenneth 
Marano and PNP Rick D’Arminio for a de-
lightful Chapter meeting.   

The Scranton Chapter members in-
cluding Chapter President Melanie Naro 
welcomed Debbie and I to the 43rd an-
nual La Festa Italiana where we enjoyed 
plenty of food, deserts, and entertain-
ment. PNP Chris Dimattio along with Las 
Vegas’ Andy DiMino were outstanding 
doing their Frank Sinatra & Dean Martin 
Tribute as were The Poets, La Festa’s 
own show band. The Diocese of Scran-
ton mass was said in Italian and Chris 
DiMattio’s niece Olivia did an amazing 
rendition of Ave Maria.

Next was Seton Hall University for 
the Italian Studies scholarship awards 
presentation and a special award to PNP 
Frank Cannata to recognize his lifetime 
commitment in support of preserving and 

NATIONAL
PRESIDENT
A message

from
Lee Norelli 

promoting Italian language, history, and 
culture as well as his personification of 
the “servant leader”.

On Saturday, September 15, 2018 we 
had our first Executive Meeting at the 
National office. The business of UNICO 
was conducted and much was accom-
plished. UNICO National presented a 
check in the amount of $15,000.00 to the 
Cooley’s anemia Foundation. Craig Butler 
from the Foundation thanked UNICO for 
all the years supporting the Foundation 
and acknowledged the faithful service of 
PNP Frank Tidona to their Board and ap-
plauded UNICO‘s Cooley’s Anemia Chair 
2nd Vice President Peter Pettinato. 

The Pequannock Chapter members 
and Chapter President Charles Cavadini 
welcomed members of the Executive 
Committee for lunch at their annual fair.  

The NJ District XI Bocce Series for 
Cancer Research was another great suc-
cess this year. Frank Paolercio, Sr., Ken 
Broderick, Bob Masella, NJ District XI 
Governor Gene Maddalena and the Dis-
trict members raised nearly $10,000.00 to 
“Help Find a Cure for Cancer through Re-
search”. David Campanile did well mak-
ing the burgers.

The Saddle Brook members and Chap-
ter President Susan Syme along with PNP 
Sal Mangano and Joe Nasello welcomed 
Debbie and I to their Fourth Annual Wine 
Tasting Event and the night was full of 
camaraderie and fun. 

The Livingston Chapter hosted 2nd 
Vice President Peter Pettinato and Mem-
bership and Retention Director Anthony 
Bengivenga for their Chapter meeting. It 
was reported the Livingston Chapter is 
doing well.

The Lodi Chapter installed a new 
Chapter President, Gary Laurita, and I 
had the honor of swearing him into office. 
I am confident under Gary’s leadership 
they will continue our mission of Service 
above Self. The Raritan Valley Chapter 
members and Chapter President Terri 
Sapp, Hillsborough members and Chapter 
President Nathen Santaromita, and Plain-
fields Members and Chapter President 
Robert Bengivenga along with NJ District 
X Governor Geri Samuel and Executive 
Vice President Frank DeFrank honored 
World War II Hero, Marine Sergeant John 
Basilone at the 37th Annual John Basi-
lone Memorial Parade. NJ District X Gov-
ernor Geri Samuel and I had the honor of 

placing a wreath at the Basilone Memo-
rial. Past Raritan Chapter President Joyce 
Walker was 

Columbus Day weekend was packed 
with celebrations. Columbus Day Chair 
Ralph Contini made sure many events 
were attended to by UNICO members and 
I had the privilege to attend ceremonies 
with the Hackensack Chapter members 
and Chapter President Lucy Stamilla and 
with the Kearny Chapter members and 
Chapter President Louis Pandolfi. Debbie 
and I attended the Ocean County Colum-
bus Parade in Seaside Heights along with 
members from the Brick, Montville, Point 
Pleasant, Saddle Brook, and Verona Chap-
ters. The highlight of the weekend was 
marching in the New York City Parade 
alongside the Executive Vice President, 
1st and 2nd Vice Presidents, numerous 
PNP’s, District Governors, Chapter Presi-
dents, and UNICO Members.

The weekend concluded with the Dis-
trict XI’s annual Christopher Columbus 
Dinner Dance were they honored Santo 
Baretta, a proud UNICO member for over 
50 years who served as NJ District XI 
Treasurer for more than 35 years.

Unfortunately, on Columbus Day, The 
History of Italian Immigration Museum 
and a Columbus Monument in Philadel-
phia were targeted for vandalism. After 
all the years Italian Americans dedicated 
their lives to America we must continue 
to fight discrimination. 

I was honored to join the Conference 
of Presidents in Washington, DC were 
they congratulated PNP Kathi Strozza for 
her dedication to the COP Board as Vice 
Chair and installed PNP Thomas Vaughan 
as her replacement.

Debbie and I were honored by the 
Membership at the NJ, NY, and PA Dis-
trict Governor’s Meet the President Din-
ner. Over 270 members attended and I 
was humbled by the response. I want 
to thank Joe Agresti, Joe Nasello, Louis 
Pandolfi and the Committee for this most 
memorable night and to those Chapters, 
Districts, and individuals who contrib-
uted to Cancer Research and Prevention 
in memory of my sister Linda. Debbie 
and I truly appreciate all the thoughtful 
words, cards, and gifts from so many.

Scotch Plains / Fanwood members and 
Chapter President Geri Samuel welcomed 
me to their Italian Heritage event and I sa-

....................................Continued on page 6
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Buon giorno a tutti!!
Since the 2018 UNICO National Con-

vention in Delray Beach, Florida Pres. 
Lee and the UNICO Vice Presidents have 
been very busy attending various events, 
chapter/district meetings, etc. Some of 
the more notable gatherings were those 
surrounding Columbus Day. This impor-
tant holiday should serve to solidify Ital-
ian Americans in our attempt to preserve 
and protect our precious heritage. Now 
we must carry that effort back into our 
everyday life including our homes, fami-
lies, Chapters, and Districts.

This is an exciting time to be a mem-
ber of UNICO National. As you well 
know, UNICO has been able to help 

EXECUTIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT & V 
FOUNDATION
A message

from
Frank N. De Frank 
M.D. 

rebuild and reequip a hospital in earth-
quake-shaken Italy, contributed $700,000 
to cancer research over the past 17 or 18 
years, and has contributed significantly 
in time, effort, and finances to the pres-
ervation of Columbus Day and Columbus 
Park in New York. PNP Thomas Vaughan 
is working on a new UNICO National 
website. There is a new, revised Heritage 
Night program currently available on the 
national website.  The Personnel Com-
mittee is now reviewing applications for 
the new Executive Director of UNICO 
National who will now be hired rather 
than appointed. We will be heading to 
Philadelphia for the Eastern Regional 
Meeting, Orlando for the midyear meet-
ing, and Nashville, Tennessee for the 
2019 UNICO National Convention. 

 With respect to the recently renamed 
Cancer Research and Prevention Com-
mittee, we are currently awaiting an 
approved cancer research grant from St. 
Jude’s Hospital through the V Founda-
tion. We have already completed fund-
raising for this next $50,000 grant in the 
name of Mrs. Paul Alongi. As always, we 
would respectfully ask that you make 

room in your hearts, minds, checkbooks, 
and Chapter/District budgets for dona-
tions to help with Cancer Research and 
Prevention.

Once again, it is an honor, privilege, 
and a blessing to serve as your Execu-
tive Vice President and V Foundation 
Chairman. Thank you for all you do for 
UNICO and its charities and to preserve 
our precious Italian heritage.

Hello everyone. Our first quarter of 
UNICO is here and gone, and it has been 
an exciting time for me. With many new 
friends and acquaintances that I have 
met, I feel that my family is constantly 
growing. I wish to thank those that have 
invited me to attend their meetings 
and events, especially if I was given 
the opportunity to say a few words at 
them. The hospitality shown is always 
remarkable. 

Within the next quarter of UNICO, 
we have the Eastern Regional, Thanks-
giving and the Christmas Holiday Sea-
son. With that said, we as UNICANS are 
now given the perfect time to show and 

FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT
A message

from
Steve Pelonero

live up to our core values of UNICO; 
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Char-
ity and Opportunity. All of your current 
officers are here to help and attend as 
many of your events as we possibly can. 
In my travels, I have already been to 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and I also 
stopped in to see the Greater Tampa 
Florida Chapter. And that is not forget-
ing to mention all of the chapters and 
district events in New Jersey. I am work-
ing on more, but please don’t forget to 
send your event dates to the National of-
fice and ask them to let us know as well. 

Our heritage is one topic that is 
often asked of me. Short of having an 
event, the UNICO Heritage and Photo 
Calendar is an ideal way of showing 
it. If you have traveled to Italy and 
took some photos while you were 
there, please send them in, via email 
to UNICOpictures@gmail.com. Most, 
if not all of the chapters, have already 
received the 2019 calendar which just 
came back from the printer in October. 
They make a great gift and the perfect 

handout at your local schools, Italian 
clubs, library’s and/or restaurants. 

Please keep communicating and 
exposing UNICO via Facebook, 
Instagram, and on your own websites 
(let the National office know if you 
have one). 

Finally, as I do oversee all of the 
District Governors in the country, along 
with Brian Guarco (our ER Chair) and 
Ron Giometti (our Mid-West Chair). I do 
constantly say that UNICO wants to hear 
from you as we all want to stay in touch 
and hear from our families, and one of 
the best ways are with your required 
reports. Both Districts and Chapters 
need to be sending them in. They are 
read, and we look forward to seeing 
about the great things that you do. We 
also want to see if there is an issue that 
can be addressed in a timely manner. 
Until we meet again or for the first time, 
please stay in touch. Ciao.

The DEADLINE for the 
Jan. 2018 Edition of ComUNICO

 is Friday, Dec. 15th, 2017
Send Chapter news to UNICO National O�  ce:

comunico@unico.org

ComUNICO will only accept high resolution digital 
photos attached to an e-mail and test in MS Word as an 

attachment or in the body of an e-mail.

The deadline for the January 
2019 edition of ComUNICO is 

Monday, Dec 10TH
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I hope this message finds you and 
yours in good health and good spirits. 
Like many of you, I have been scurry-
ing around during the “busy season” of 
being a UNICO member. This time every 
year, all of our calendars are overbooked 
with meetings, events, dinners, fund-
raisers and Columbus Day activities. We 
all may be a bit sleep deprived and suf-
fering from calorie overload, but getting 
together with fellow UNICO members 
makes it worth the effort.

SECOND VICE
PRESIDENT
A message

from
Dr. Peter 
Pettinato

I’ve just settled in from the busiest 
of busy days – Columbus Day. As you 
know, it is now more important than 
ever that we shine a positive light on 
Christopher Columbus and, by exten-
sion, the innumerable contributions of 
Italians and Italian Americans. It was 
heartwarming and encouraging see-
ing the scores of people gathered on 
the streets of New York City preparing 
to proudly march up Fifth Avenue in 
celebration of all things Columbus and 
Italian. Even more heartwarming was 
the crowd gathered on both sides of the 
avenue waving flags and cheering as the 
parade moved past them. The smiles of 
the children and their enthusiasm make 
me believe that we can win the battle 
with those who hope to tear us down.

I continue to read through all the 
Chapter Reports that you send in to 
National. Each day I learn of innovative 

and creative ways that Chapters have 
found to accomplish their goals. UNICO 
National is nothing without its mem-
bers. You are the both the fuel and the 
engine that makes us go and moves us 
forward. If you think I can help you in 
your quest, please ask me and I will do 
all that I can. Along those lines, I hope 
to meet many of you from the East in 
Philadelphia for the Eastern Regional 
Meeting, November 8 – 11. This is the 
most “user friendly” of the National 
Meetings. By that I mean that besides 
the business of UNICO National, a con-
certed focus is placed on what occurs 
at the District and Chapter level. I hope 
you made plans to come and see what 
we do on a National level and tell us 
what you’re doing at the same time. I 
promise it is most definitely worth your 
while. Ci vediamo!

Our search for an Executive Direc-
tor is underway.  The position was an-
nounced both internally (within UNICO 
organization) and externally through 
an online job search website.  We did 

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
A message

from
Salvatore 
Benvenuti

receive a lot of interest for the position 
and have started the review and selec-
tion process.  Hopefully by the time 
you get this issue of ComUNICO we are 
close to a selection.

While I have enjoyed my time as Ex-
ecutive Director for the organization, I 
am looking to finally “retiring” after 11 
years from my first retirement from the 
IRS.  While I plan to leave the Executive 
Director position, I will not be leaving 
UNICO.  I plan to stay active as a mem-
ber and also will make myself available 
in order to make a smooth transition 
with the new Director.  

A reminder for those chapters that 
have not paid their membership dues to 
National.  They are due by November 
30th.  Please get your chapter dues in as 
soon as possible so we can avoid unnec-
essary time and expense in the National 
Office.  

If any chapter (or District) wants 
a visitation from myself or the staff, 
please let me know and we will be glad 
to try and accommodate your request.  
As always, please contact if you have 
any questions or concerns.

lute them for gaining three new members.    
The Roseto Chapter members and 

Chapter President Marino Saveri wel-
comed me to their Columbus celebration 
and Chapter President Marino shared 
10 myths surrounding Columbus that 
sparked interest from the guest. 

The Wayne Chapter and Chapter Presi-
dent Angela Gregorowicz welcomed Deb-
bie and I to a fun filled Halloween Party.

I had the honor to represent UNICO 
at the NJ Italian Heritage Congress at 
Rutgers University. It was good to see a 
variety of groups in support of the Com-
missions work.

The Elizabeth Chapter and President 
Nino Quaglia welcomed me to their 
Community Leader of the Year dinner 
honoring a Father and Son who owed 
a tire store in Elizabeth. As I congratu-
lated them both, I told them I was think-
ing about my Grandparents who owed a 
Tire Store in Philadelphia and how they 
were discriminated against for being 
Italian. 

The Point Pleasant Beach Chapter and 
Chapter President Diane Grabowski wel-
comed me to their Chapter meeting and 
I was introduced to their Junior Chapter 
made up of students studying Italian 
from two neighboring High Schools. 

The Union Chapter and Chapter 
President Joe Almeida welcomed me to 
their Humanitarian Award Dinner were 
they selected three remarkable candi-
dates, two are brothers, one a Police Of-
ficer and the other a Fireman. 

I mentioned these event to show 
UNICO is strong. 

I was sorry to miss some other events 
due to scheduling conflicts but hope 
I will be available to see many more 
members before the year is over.

Please remember Debbie and I in 
your prayers and know that you are in 
our prayers.

May God Bless UNICO!

Continued from page 4.................................
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Whenever I write my column for 
ComUNICO, I emphasize the importance 
of chapters to consider hosting Italian 
Heritage events / Membership Drives. 
Not only do these events keep current 
chapter members promoting their 
heritage, but it encourages potential new 
members to attend. I recently attended 
such events at two separate chapters. 

On the evening of Oct 19, the Greater 
Tampa Bay chapter held an exciting 
Heritage Night at a popular gourmet 
Italian establishment in Tampa called 
Joe & Sons Olive Oils. They have 
hundreds of small urns of various Italian 
olive oils and aged balsamic vinegars 
many infused with various herbs.

The urns have taps for tasting. The 
chapter president, Mike Salierno, and 
his volunteer members also arranged 
stations for Italian wine tastings and 
for Italian food as Italian music played 
in the background. There was a large 
colorful map of Italy with push pins, so 

MEMBERSHIP 
& RETENTION
A message

from
Anthony 
Bengivenga

that guests could pinpoint which region 
of Italy their ancestors came from. There 
was also a free raffle of gift baskets. The 
chapter vice president, Tom Beck, served 
as the emcee for the event. 

Frank LoRe, the Florida district 
governor from the Highland Beach 
(FL) Chapter also attended as well as 
1st Vice President Steve Pelonero and 
National Office Manager, Pat Pelonero. 
Also present were Executive Director 
Sal Benvenuti and his wife Debbie, 
whose son, Paul, is also a chapter 
charter member. Not only did the 
chapter gain new members, but they also 
received various donations for their new 
scholarship fund. This chapter is young, 
having been chartered less than two 
years ago in January 2017, so we are very 
excited to see them grow. 

The Scotch Plains/Fanwood 
Chapter hosted a Saturday afternoon 
Heritage / Membership Drive, which I 
attended on Oct. 20 in the cafeteria of 
St. Bartholomew Academy in Scotch 
Plains, NJ. NJ District X Governor, Geri 
Samuel, is also the president of the 
chapter. Jeff Blanck was the chairperson 
of the event. Half of the cafeteria 
had tables displaying various Italian 
memorabilia, photos, old newspaper 
articles and documents of immigrant 
ancestors. Posters provided by our 
national office of famous Italians and 
Italian American persons of past and 

present we also on display. There was a 
station for wine tastings. Two large TV 
screens on one end displayed streaming 
videos of scenes from Italy. The other 
half of the cafeteria was setup for dining 
on typical Italian American food with 
plenty of seating where guests could 
enjoy a warm Italian style meal and 
chat with other guests and members. 
National President Lee Norelli as well 
as Membership Vice Chair Sal Ingallina 
attended, along with myself.

These Italian heritage events serve 
as great publicity for our local chapters 
to the community, while also attracting 
potential new members. The national 
office not only provides the posters, 
but also supplied the colorful postcards 
and flyers for publicity. We also made 
sure that extra 2019 Heritage calendars 
were available to attendees, as well as 
copies of a recent issue of ComUNICO. 
Brochures about our organization & 
mission were also supplied by National. 

If your chapter is interested in 
hosting a Heritage event / Membership 
Drive, please contact me as soon as 
possible. You will need at least two 
months in advance notice in order to 
get everything planned properly. You 
can reach me at my email: anthony@
bengivenga.com or by phone (732) 310 
6031. I will be happy to assist you in any 
way I can.

Un abbraccio a tutti! A big hug to all!

Exploring Italy – Inside and Out!

Many have taken the essential “tour” 
guided or otherwise. Either way we nor-
mally scratch the surface in an escapade 
of two weeks or more, so much left be-
hind unseen, with a promise to return!

As an educator, I encourage you to 
make the most of the time you have 
allotted. Plan your trip well: not just 
flights and hotels, but also the itinerary. 

HERITAGE & 
CULTURE
A message

from
Mary Teresa 
Morrison

Even with an expert guide, the adven-
ture can be lacking “YOU” and your 
personal interests.

Review your itinerary and choose 
those areas which call to you – to re-
search and explore. Just as a literature 
or art history professor will choose a 
favorite novelist or artist about which 
they are passionate, a guide too will 
highlight favorite sites. If you know 
why they are important and famous you 
can ask additional questions to evoke 
an intelligent conversation….certainly 
not to show your “knowledge” of the 
subject, but rather to show interest and 
a desire for more information. Foreign-
ers often find us lacking in historical 
orientation or world events. There is 
little worse than someone asking a 
question solely to impress others with 

their knowledge. It is far better to do so 
for the purpose of entering into a more 
in depth conversation.

I arranged tours for students and 
family starting in 1976 and did so 
for more than 30 years. There was no 
more gratifying moment than when a 
student or one of my children asked 
or answered a guide’s question with 
a sense of knowledge or interest be-
hind it, which had been encouraged by 
preparation or research prior to the trip. 
Understanding and respect are keys to 
success!

Especially for your children or other 
family member, give them the “gift of 
knowledge” which you can always 
share with them.
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“Ignorance is never better than 
knowledge.” -Enrico Fermi

UNICANS are strongly committed 
to the pursuit of knowledge. Nearly 
every Chapter provides scholarships to 
deserving students. The National Schol-
arship Program continues to grow. Our 
awards are greatly valued and sought 
after. Encouraging education has been a 
UNICO priority since our inception. 

For our previous National Program, we 
implemented an online application pro-
cedure. After the process was complete, 
careful evaluation determined the new 
system to be highly successful. While, 
as with anything new, there were some 
glitches, they were easily rectified. The 
members of the Scholarship Committee 
have been working on revisions, as is our 
practice, toward continued improvement. 
In order to increase efficiency, several 
minor adjustments will be applied. 

SCHOLARSHIP
DIRECTOR
A message

from
Joan N. Tidona 

The submission deadline for most 
scholarships will be April 15. In the 
past, sponsoring Chapters/Districts 
were allowed two additional weeks to 
review applications and present them to 
National. Since entries are now submit-
ted directly and the online process does 
not accept incomplete applications, 
additional time is no longer necessary 
and may cause confusion. Entries for 
the DiMattio Celli Family Study Abroad 
Scholarship are due March 1. 

Specific qualifications for each 
program will be clearly indicated on 
an introductory page. This list should 
prevent students from initiating ap-
plications, only to realize that they 
don’t meet the requirements for a par-
ticular offering. To avoid duplication 
of awards, candidates will be advised 
that recipients may not apply for addi-
tional scholarships while their award is      
still active. 

Since the majority of Basilone re-
cipients complete graduate studies in 
less than four years, the full amount of 
$6,000 is seldom awarded. It was de-
termined to offer two graduate scholar-
ships valued at $3,000 each, paid out 
over two years. This will allow us to as-
sist two deserving students. The Robert 
J. Tarte Scholarship for Italian Studies, 
which was temporarily suspended, has 

been reinstated. 
Information, detailing the updated 

procedure, will be emailed to members 
by late November. All are asked to help 
make potential candidates aware of 
UNICO scholarship opportunities and 
our online application process. Any-
one needing assistance is encouraged 
to contact a member of the Scholarship 
Committee or the National Office. Hard 
copies cannot be accepted. 

Interested students are to be directed 
to the UNICO National website. When 
they click on the Scholarship tab, they 
will be instructed on how to proceed. 
Chapters still have the opportunity to 
serve as sponsor and/or present a let-
ter of recommendation, if they wish. 
To do so, the Chapter representative 
would provide their candidates with an 
email address to be sent on to Smart-
erSelect, our online agency. SmarterSe-
lect will contact the representative to 
advise them of the request and enable 
a response. Confidentiality will be re-
spected.

Clearly, brother and sister UNICANS, 
it is apparent we agree with the prin-
ciple expressed by Enrico Fermi. You 
might say, we stand firmly with Fermi. 

PURCHASE YOURS TODAY! Contact the National Office

2019 HERITAGE & PHOTO CALENDAR
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With the holidays fast approaching 
there is always so much going on in the 
UNICO world. Always nice to see famil-
iar and new faces of UNICO at all the 
events and meetings. It is exciting to see 
what all the Districts and Chapters do to 
start off their year. Chapters are starting 
to show more interest in Heritage events 
to try and add to their membership. The 
Chapters have especially become more 
creative in how they put these events 
together. The Greater Tampa Chapter 
held an event at an Olive Oil store and 
promoted their Chapter in a unique way. 
All that attended had a great time and 
the Chapter signed up new members. 
The Scotch Plains/Fanwood Chapter 
also held an event at a church and pro-
moted their Italian Heritage with the 
hopes of adding to their membership. 

Both events were different, so Chapters 
should put together an event that works 
for them. There are several other Chap-
ters gearing up to hold their own events 
in the near future. If your Chapter needs 
assistance from the National Office 
please give us a call.

The UNICO National Christmas 
party is Friday November 30th from 
12:00PM until 8:00PM. As always there 
will be wonderful food and many of 
our members share there homemade 
Italian assortments, like wine, desserts 
and foods from their family recipes and 
regions. It is always wonderful to see all 
who come and visit for a while. Please 
try to attend if you are near to the Na-
tional Office.

The UNICO National Scholarship 
program should be open now for the 
2019-2020 academic year. Last year 
was our first year online with Smarter 
Select and except for a some very small 
glitches it was a smooth process the 
students loved being able to apply di-
rectly online and the organization of the 
programs was a great upgrade for the 
National Office. The UNICO National 
Chapters and Districts are still wel-
comed to put forth their students and 
are encouraged to do so. If you need as-

ComUNICO
EDITOR
A message

from
Pat Pelonero

MessagesComUNICO

In every courtroom, from traffic court 
to the Supreme Court, the role of a wit-
ness is very important. Investigation 
and scrutiny of each witness’ words and 
gestures can add to the drama of the 
courtroom. The innocence or guilt of the 
person on trial can hang in the balance 
of what a witness says. In John the Bap-
tist’s time, the word “witness” signified a 
person who gave testimony to the truth, 
sometimes even at the expense of his 
or her life. To give witness to someone 
or something was a very serious matter. 
The laws from the Book of Deuteronomy 
required that anyone who gave false wit-

ness would suffer the same fate as the ac-
cused would have suffered. 

John the Baptist was a popular figure 
and an important witness for Jesus. In-
spired by the Holy Spirit, he proclaimed 
with conviction that Jesus is the Lamb 
of God and God’s Chosen One. People 
flocked to him, from near and far, to lis-
ten to him preach and to be baptized by 
him in the Jordan River as a sign of their 
repentance. He challenged people to live 
holy lives. He shook people out of com-
placency. He criticized the religious estab-
lishment of his day who used religion as 
a means of controlling the people. Many 
people thought that John was the long-
awaited Messiah, but he made it clear that 
his mission was to prepare the way of the 
Lord. He would ultimately fulfill the defi-
nition of witness when he later spoke out 
against Herod, who was living with his 
own brother’s wife. That action eventually 
cost John his life. Herod first had him put 
in prison and later had him beheaded.

 Are we good witnesses for Jesus? Do 

we seek the truth and proclaim it? Do we 
pray to have knowledge of God’s way and 
the courage to live it out day after day? Do 
we ask the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom 
when we have the opportunity to witness 
to the power of God in our lives? Each of 
us can be a living witness today, tomor-
row, next week. The same Spirit, who 
enlightened John the Baptist, enlightens 
us. That same Spirit comes to us in Bap-
tism and Confirmation. The same Spirit, 
who enabled John to face death, will also 
enable us to face whatever challenges we 
may encounter as Jesus’ disciples.

Integrity, justice, a sense of fairness, 
conviction, courage, love, faith, and 
hope are all important characteristics of 
Jesus’ disciples. If we truly live the gos-
pel and are faithful disciples, we might 
never be popular, but we will be holy. In 
the end, holiness is what really matters 
most anyway.

CHAPLAIN
A message

from
Fr. Robert 
Wolfee

sistance with getting your students set 
up please call the UNICO National Of-
fice we will gladly walk you through the 
process. Nationally there are 14 differ-
ent scholarships with about 29 awards 
given to qualifying students. Please go 
to the UNICO.org web-site and review 
all the offerings that UNICO National 
grants yearly.

I am wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a very healthy and 
Happy New Year!

Join us
For our Annual Christmas Party 

Open House on 
Friday, Nov. 30th, 2018 
at the National Office 

starting at noon until 8pm
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The Deadline for the 
January 2019 issue of 

ComUNICO is 

MONDAY, DEC 10TH

 Please send all submissions to: 
comUNICO@UNICO.org

PASSAIC VALLEY, NJ

Passaic Valley UNICO, NJ District IV, 
had a chapter table at the 6th Annual 
Little Falls, NJ Fall Festival. This is the 
time of the year that the town wants busi-
nesses and organizations to make their 
presence known.

UNICO literature, calendars, maga-
zines, fliers, chapter pens, and chapter 
business cards were all handed out. More 
about PV UNICO can be seen on their 
website and Facebook pages: 
www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org and 
www.Facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO

Representing the Passaic Valley chapter 
on September 23rd, 2018 were members: 
Steve Pelonero, Dominick Bucci, Joyce 
O’Hara, and Sal Benvenuti. 

BASILONE DAY PARADE

Membership & Retention Director 
Anthony Bengivenga; Greater Westfield 
Chapter President Richard Esposito; and 
Sgt-at-Arms Jim Monticello by the UNICO 
National float at the John Basilone Parade 
in Raritan, NJ on Sept. 23, 2018.

UNICO officers at the John Basilone 
Monument after marching in the Basilone 
Day parade in Raritan, NJ on Sept. 23, 
2018. L to R: Membership & Retention 
Director Anthony Bengivenga; Executive 
VP Dr. Frank DeFrank; Plainfields Chapter 
Pres. Bob Bengivenga; NJ District 
X Governor Geri Samuel; National 
President Lee Norelli; John DeAndrea 
(Plainfields’ Chapter).

UNICO National President Lee Norelli by 
the UNICO Float with NJ District X Officers 
and members at the John Basilone Parade 
in Raritan, NJ on Sept. 23, 2018.

CARBONDALE, PA

The Carbondale Language and 
Cultures Committee visited Arthur 
Ave., Bronx, NY and the NYC Botanical 
Gardens. The day featured a stop at the 
Botanical Gardens Library to see the spe-
cial exhibit on the paintings of Georgia 
O’Keefe, shopping along Arthur Ave., the 
Little Italy of the Bronx, and ending with 
dinner at an Italian restaurant.

L-R: Linda Gabriel, Ann Marie Pettinato, 
Marie Greto, Marie Speicher, Mary Ann 
Kearney, Yvonne Gatto and Mary Lynn 
Brannon.

HACKENSACK, NJ

Champion Golfer of the Year, Frances-
co Molinari and Cav. Ralph Contini, CPA 
of Hackensack pictured at the Northern 
Trust PGA Tournament held at the Ridge-
wood Championship Course in Ridge-
wood, New Jersey on August 22, 2018. 
Francesco Molinari won the 2018 Open 
Championship title and is the first ever 
Italian Major Golf Champion. Contini 
was a volunteer at the 18th green and 
was assigned the task by the PGA Tour to 
gather the players score cards including 
such notables as Tiger Woods and Phil 
Mickelson during the Pro Am event and 
assist the scorer. 

Steve Pelonero, Bob Appaluccio, Chapter 
President Carmen Gaita.
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DELAWARE DISTRICT I

UNICO Rehoboth Area Inducts               
New Officers & Members and                                                  

Continues Planning for the                 
Brian Piccolo Award Dinner

At the first seasonal meeting and 
“wine & cheese social”, held on Sept. 
20th, the Rehoboth Area Chapter in-
ducted one of its new members (Joe 
Cumella), a new president (Ed Mason) 
and (Francesco “Ray” Cilea) the new 
vice-president.

Members also had the opportunity 
to review and discuss the proposed 
calendar of meetings and events for 
2018-2019.

The “Main Event” for the fall – the 
Brian Piccolo Award Ceremony and Din-
ner, Nov. 11, 2018, held at Saint Edmond 
Parish Hall at 2:00 pm, features a home-
made Italian Buffet. This fund raiser 
honors senior athletes of Italian heri-
tage who have been nominated by their 
respective high schools and who exhibit 
the outstanding personality and charac-
ter traits of the legendary Brian Piccolo, 
famed Italian American football player 
for the Chicago Bear in the late 1960’s.

The guest speaker, Signora Cristina 
Christy, is professor of Italian at the 
Cape Henlopen Senior High School in 
Lewes, Delaware

Atty. Richard DiLiberto, chairperson 
of the Delaware Commission on Ital-
ian Heritage and Culture for the State of 

Left: New officers for UNICO Rehoboth 
Area: Ed Mason, President (left) & Francesco 
“Ray” Cilea, Vice-president (right).

Right: Vice President Cilea welcomes new 
member Joe Cumella (on right).

NewsComUNICO

Delaware, has accepted the invitation to 
host the event as Master of Ceremonies.

All nominees will receive gifts and 
will be honored at the ceremony along 
with family and friends. The winner, to 
be announced at the ceremony, will also 
receive a plaque to commemorate his/her 
success and the Athletic Department of 
the recipient’s school will receive a dona-
tion of $1000 to benefit all team members.

The Brian Piccolo Award is a joint 
venture by the Delmarva and Rehoboth 
Area Chapters.

This event is open to the public and 
all are invited to attend. Tickets are $20 
and can be purchased by contacting 
unicodelawaredistrict1@gmail.com

WAYNE, NJ

The Wayne NJ Chapter recently held 
our annual Golf Outing. This is one of the 
primary fundraisers that helps us with 
our Scholarship Funds for the following 
year, as well as a number of charitable 
giving events. This year we travelled up to 
Crystal Springs Golf Course in Hamburg, 
NJ. Thank you to all the members and of 
course, guests that joined us for a great day 
of golf. By the time you are reading this, 
we will have hosted our annual Halloween 
Party. We started this way back in 2011, 
and it has become a tradition, drawing a 
great number of people who want to dress 
up in costumes and enjoy a great event. 
We will also have hosted a bus trip to At-
lantic City. A few of our members wanted 
to get this type of trip together, partially for 
enjoyment, but also for fundraising. Thank 
you to all our committee members that put 
a lot of hard work into these events.

Our chapter recently held our Officer 
elections for 2018–2019. We would like 
to congratulate the incoming Officers, 
and offer them our best wishes for a great 
term of “Service above Self”! We added 
a new Officer’s position this term, Social 
Media Director. With the emphasis on 
increasing our online presence and 
awareness, we thought it would be good 
position to staff and help us generate 
more awareness to the public.
For 2018–2019, welcome the new Officers 
of Wayne UNICO:
• President - Joe Zisa
• 1st Vice President - Anthony DeGennaro
• 2nd Vice President - Steve Calatone
• Treasurer - Rob Calantone
• Sergeant-At-Arms - Jeff Fossati
• Secretary - Brian Rasa
• Social Media Director - Maria Pizza

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

Our ACES served Italian Ices at St. Joe’s 
HS Back to School Night as a service to 
school parents on behalf of our UNICO 
Chapter. 

KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Ladies Annual Luncheon

The Kearny Ladies of UNICO enjoyed a 
delicious Italian meal at Cucina 355 in 
Nutley, NJ during their Annual Luncheon. 
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QUEENSBORO, NY

Queensboro Unico donates $1000 
to JDRF juvenile diabetes research 
foundation.

L to R: Cathy Galante; Gaspare Mistretta, 
chapter VP and event chairman; 
JDRF rep. Michal Biletzki, NYC Long 
Island chapter; Sal Tomaselli, Chapter 
President, and Maria Galante team leader 
for JDRF walk on October 7th. 

SADDLE BROOK, NJ

Italian Heritage And Culture Report for 
Saddle Brook UNICO 2018 

The main purpose of the Italian 
Heritage and Culture Committee has 
become the preservation of our rich Ital-
ian heritage. Our heritage faces more & 
more obstacles each year in America. 
The revisionists of our culture will not 
stop their bastardization of our history. 
A perfect example of this is the attempt 
at discrediting Christopher Columbus for 
discovering America. This means that we 
must continue spreading the word about 
our rich culture. 

Our children and grandchildren do not 
have parents or grandparents who were 
born in Italy that were able to teach us our 
heritage and culture as many of us had. 
The task of organizations like UNICO has 
become the continuation of educating the 
world concerning Italy and its people. Part 
of our task is to continue funding Chairs in 
Italian studies in Universities throughout 
our nation. We must also continue fighting 
to keep the teaching of the Italian language 
in our grammar and high schools, espe-
cially those areas where there are large 
concentrations of Italian/Americans. Our 
task is immense but it is doable.

So, what must be done to reach our 
goal? Well! We need more programs that 

embrace our culture and heritage. Every 
UNICO organization must establish Ital-
ian heritage programs from time to time, 
whether it is an educational event or a 
social event.

Successful Italian Heritage & Cultural 
programs such as the one we are using for 
Membership growth must be established 
in areas with large Italian populations. In-
formation for establishing such programs 
is available from our UNICO National 
Office. At these events, not only do we 
educate our neighbors but we are able to 
gather new membership into our UNICO 
Chapters. We need to remember that it is 
our Italian Heritage that creates the com-
mon bond that keeps us together.

The continued success and growth of 
UNICO National is always our main goal. 

We must never ever forget the suffer-
ing many of our parents and grandparents 
experienced during their transition here 
in America. They paved the way for us to 
live a better life that was not available to 
them in Italy.
We must never forget! “Uniti Sempre 
Avanti”
Author: Salvatore J. Mangano, PNP,
2018 Saddle Brook UNICO Italian Heri-
tage and Culture Chair

MONTVILLE, NJ

Dan Lipow, founder of Dining 
Wild and a professional forager, leads 
Montville UNICO Chapter members in a 
foraging expedition at Pyramid Mountain 
Park searching for wild mushrooms and 
edible greens.

KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Chapter Welcomes New Member

On September 6th, members of 
the Kearny Chapter welcomed Alexa 
Marques (center) as their newest mem-
ber. Alexa is the granddaughter of long-
time member Ralph Confessore.

NUTLEY, NJ

$250 donations were presented to Nut-
ley Unico members for local charities.

L to R: Vito Scarpelli, Greg Tolve, Mayor 
Joe Scarpelli, President Sal Ferrara, Sal 
Cocco, Lorraine Kucinski, Michele Fleitel, 
Anthony Iannarone, Bob Montanino and 
Mario Cocchiola.
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SADDLE BROOK, NJ

Another wonderful Saddle Brook 
UNICO Street Feast was completed on 
Sunday, October 7th. All those who 
helped make this a great event should be 
very proud. 

On another note, Saddle Brook 
UNICO was represented at the Annual 
Ocean County Columbus Day Parade in 
Seaside Heights by Sal & Criss Mangano 
also om October 7th.

PA DISTRICT II

At the PA II District Meeting, Governor 
Dr. Felix DeSio presented an abundance of 
information for those present to bring back 
to their chapters. Chapters were represent-
ed by Presidents Terri Pettinato of Carbon-
dale, Michael Marinaccio of Greater Bing-
hamton and Brian Rich of Sayre. Keystone 
was represented by their Chapter’s Board 
Chairwoman Cathy Gerard. Terri Petti-
nato also gave a presentation on the 2019 
Convention in Nashville. All members 
enjoyed the camaraderie that ensued, as 
well as the dinner and the wine. 

PA II IPDG Dr. Peter Pettinato is presented 
his District Service Plaque from PDG Mark 
McDade.

Dr. Pettinato is presented with a beauti-
ful Italian Food Basket created by Laurie 
Adams on behalf of the Greater Binghamton 
Chapter. Pictured are Laurie Adams, IPDG 
Peter Pettinato and Jean DeSio, who wel-
comed all at the registration table.

PA II DG DeSio called up the Chapter 
Presidents and Past DG’s for a picture with 
IPDG Pettinato. L to R: Dr. Felix DeSio, 
Mike Marinaccio, Terri Pettinato, Dr. Peter 
Pettinato, PERDG Chair Chip Calabro, Ralph 
Yanuzzi, Brian Rich and Mark McDade.

STAMFORD, CT

Dr. Al Fusco, President of the Stam-
ford Chapter, presents a $1000 check to 
Executive Director Melissa Shapiro, for 
the Stamford Salvation Army’s Diaper 
Bank. New parents have to provide one 
month’s supply of diapers in advance 
before they can be accepted for daycare, 
often at great expense and the Stamford 
Chapter is supporting the Diaper Bank 
which helps the parents with this ex-
pense and allows them to return to work. 
The money was raised by making and 
selling Zeppole at the THAT’S AMORE 
Columbus Day Italian Street Festival 
which the chapter sponsors.

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone UNICO conducted their 
Annual Bocce Tournament at the Arcaro 
and Genell Bocce Court in Old Forge. 
Proceeds supported Keystone Chapter’s 
Scholarship Program and local charities.

The Bocce Committee (L to R): 
Tournament Co-Chair Cathy Bianchi, 
Keystone President Nanine Gramigna, 
Bocce Captain Mary Ann Coviello, 
Tournament Chairwoman Cathy Gerard 
and Sponsors Chairman Mark McDade.
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RARITAN, NJ

The Raritan Chapter of UNICO treated 
the residents of Easter Star Home to a 
proper English tea in Finderne, NJ. An 
English couple attended – the gentleman 
was in the British Army when the con-
centration camps were liberated. 

The entire group had fun and enjoyed 
the crumpets & jam and Typhoo Tea with 
cookies & fruit.

Donna Lish, Raritan UNICO Member.

AVON, CT

The Avon chapter’s Annual Spring 
Dance historically attended by 12 Na-
tional officers – our next dance is April 
6, 2019. Ciao!

L-R: Anthony Pastizzo, chapter secre-
tary, Dr. Joseph Pavano, past DG, CTII, 
Mr. David Kinahan, president of CCMC 
foundation, Dr. Doug Hope, Mr. James 
Fanelli, president, Avon Chapter of UNICO 
National, and Dr. Joseph Gentile.

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone UNICO Inducts New Members

Dunmore’s Keystone UNICO wel-
comed four new members at their Octo-
ber Meeting at Mendicino’s in Daleville. 
Also at the meeting was National Mental 
Health Chairwoman Barbara Laborim, 
who spoke on behalf of the Mental 
Health Copmmittee. 

Standing from left are Chapter President 
Nanine Gramigna; inductee Natalie 
Povanda; Induction Officer Mark E. 
McDade; inductees Kayla Gordon, 
Marie Burke and Dr. Tara Gramigna 
Churilla; and Membership Director Mary 
Ann Coviello.

MONTVILLE, NJ

The Monville Chapter inducts three new 
members at its August meeting. 

New members John Sarrao, Gerry Sarrao, 
Vicki Claus, Chapter President Larry Casha 
and Membership Chair Diane Markley.

PASSAIC VALLEY, NJ

The Passaic valley, NJ Chapter award-
ed scholarships to their local students. 

The students with Carmen Gaita, Chapter 
President, Chuck Russo and Joe Agresti.

BRICK, NJ

How to make mozzarella with Angelo at 
Angelo’s market in Brick NJ. It was a great 
time and fundraiser.

Brick UNICO attended cooking with An-
gelo. Angelo’s Market, Brick NJ. Angelo 
was kind enough to donate part of the 
proceeds to the Brick Chapter.

The Deadline for the 
January 2019 issue of 

ComUNICO is 

MONDAY, DEC 10TH

 Please send all submissions to: 
comUNICO@UNICO.org
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SCRANTON, PA

L-R: Chris DiMattio, Past National 
President; Mary Marrara, Membership 
Director; Mike Bouselli; Dr. Frank 
DeFrank, UNICO National Executive Vice 
President; and Melanie Naro, Scranton 
Chapter President. 

UNICO Scranton Chapter welcomed 
Mike Bouselli as a new member. 

KEARNY, NJ

Enjoying dinner are Alyssa Ficeto, Denise 
Ficeto, Patty Triano, Amy Triano and 
Elaine Carey.

Kearny Ladies “Born to Shop” 
25th Anniversary

This year was a very special year 
for the Kearny Ladies of UNICO’s Born 
To Shop Night. It was the Twenty-Fifth 
Anniversary of the event. Over 125 
guests attended the event where they 
all got a “jump” on their Christmas 
shopping. Guests shopped for items 
ranging from costume jewelry, hand-
bags, ceramics, sweaters, Christmas 
decorations and various other crafts. 
Following shopping everyone enjoyed 
a delicious dinner. The evening con-
cluded with several raffles, a 50-50 
– and of course, more shopping. The 
evening was a success and raised funds 
for the many charities and scholarships 
supported by the Kearny Chapter and 
the Ladies. 

Maddie Litoff, the “Watch Pin Lady” cel-
ebrated twenty-five years of being a Born 
To Shop vendor at the dinner.  

L to R: Steve Calantone, District Governor; 
Dennis DeCarlo; Mike Sisco, President; 
and Paul Alongi.

BLOOMFIELD, NJ

On September 13, 2018, our newest 
member Dennis DeCarlo was sworn into 
the Bloomfield Chapter. It was our plea-
sure to have Steve Calantone, District IV 
Governor perform the ceremony. 

HILLSBOROUGH, NJ

Hillsborough UNICO Participates in 
Clean Communities Day

On October 20th, as part of the New 
Jersey Clean Communities program, 
members of UNICO Hillsborough Chap-
ter pitched in to brighten and beautify 
their community. The Clean Communi-
ties Act is a NJ litter abatement program 
managed by the Departments of Environ-
mental Protection, Department of Trea-
sury, and Clean Communities Council. 
The Hillsborough council as well as 
many local governments, schools, com-
munity organizations, businesses and 
individuals combine to make and keep 
the state of New Jersey clean.

L to R: Elaine Jackson, Mariann Cialdella, 
Joe Bellantuono, Walter Beyer, Christine 
Femia, President Nathan Santaromita, 
Max Caprarola, Ron Skobo.

THINGS TO REMEMBER

• Deadline for Jan. 2019 issue 
is Monday, Dec. 10th

• 990 IRS Filing

• Dues Payments

• Chapter Reports

• District Reports

To donate to a 
UNICO Charity 
make checks payable and mail to: 

UNICO Foundation
271 US Highway 46 West, 

Suite F-103, 
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004. 

All donations to the Foundation 
are tax deductible.



 

 
UNICO NATIONAL 

 2019 MID-YEAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 

Thursday, February 28th thru Sunday, March 3rd, 2019 
Meetings are held on Friday and Saturday 

 

 
 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
9939 Universal Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32819 

 

TO MAKE YOUR ROOM RESERVATION BY PHONE CALL 
1-866-996-6338 

 INDENTIFY YOURSELF AS BEING PART OF THE UNICO GROUP 
 GIVE THE AGENT YOUR ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DATES 

 

ONLINE at UNICO 2019 
 

RESERVATION CUTOFF DATE Thursday, February 7th  
 

UNICO GROUP ROOM RATE 
$176 + tax (Single/Double – Additional Person +$20) 

Group rate available 3 days pre- and post- (2/24 to 3/7), based on availability. 
Parking: Self $18/day or Valet $26/day 

 

 
Reservations must be guaranteed with a major credit card. 

Cancellations can be made up to five days prior to arrival at no charge.    
 
 

NEXT - FILL OUT YOUR MID-YEAR MEETING REGISTRATION FORM  
AND SEND IT WITH PAYMENT TO:  

 

UNICO NATIONAL   
271 US HIGHWAY 46 WEST, SUITE F-103    FAIRFIELD, NJ 07004-2458 

Phone: 973-808-0035     Fax: 973-808-0043     e-mail - uniconational@unico.org 



   
 
 

2019 UNICO National 
Mid Year Board Meeting February 28 - March 3, 2019 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
9939 Universal Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32819 

 
Registration Form 

 
Name: _______________________________________ Nickname: _____________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: (if attending) ___________________________________________________ 
(If spouse is a member please complete a separate form) 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________State:______ Zip: _______________ 
 
Phone: _________________________   Email ______________________________________ 
 

 
Chapter: __________________________District:_____________ Office: ________________ 

                         (i.e., National, District, Chapter, Delegate) 
 
 

Weekend Package per Person: $155.00  
           INCLUDES:  

Continental Breakfast Saturday 
Marconi Award Dinner Saturday (includes Beer/Wine/Soda)               
      

Number of Persons _______ x $155.00            Total Paid $__________  
 
 
Make check payable to: “UNICO NATIONAL” or, if you prefer, use one of the following 
(Circle one below) 
MasterCard ~ Visa ~ Discover ~ American Express 
 
Card Number _______________________________________________________Exp Date___________________ 
Security Code_______________ (3 or 4 digit on back) 
 
Signature /Name on Card ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Completed form should be mailed, emailed or faxed to: 
UNICO NATIONAL 
271 US Highway 46 West, Suite F - 103 
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004-2458 
Tel: 973-808-0035     Fax: 973-808-0043     or email to: uniconational@unico.org 
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SADDLE BROOK, NJ

On Wednesday, September 19th the 
Saddle Brook Chapter of UNICO Nation-
al held its fourth Annual Wine Tasting 
Event at Biagio’s in Paramus, NJ. It was 
another wonderful successful event. 

ROCKAWAY TWSHP, NJ

Later in August, our Annual Motor-
cycle Run to raise money for St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital which was resched-
uled from August 12th to August 25th 
due to heavy rains. The motorcycle run 
was done in honor of our recently passed 
member Mayor Mike Dachisen, and 
we had Rockaway Twp Police, Morris 
County Sheriffs and The Blue Knights 
escorting this ride which went 60 miles 
around Northern NJ ending at Buffalo 
Wild Wings for a great lunch, tricky tray 
prizes and a 50/50. A few weeks later, 
President Matt Mustachio and Board Of-
ficer Sal Simonetti attended a St. Jude’s 
walk in Cedar Grove to support children 
fighting Cancer and donated a check for 
$1000 to Mike Dachisen’s favorite charity 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

MONTVILLE, NJ

The Monville Chapter inducts three 
new members at its August meeting.

New members John Sarrao, Gerry 
Sarrao, Vicki Claus, Chapter President 
Larry Casha and Membership Chair 
Diane Markley.

PA DISTRICT I

National Officers attending UNICO 
National PA I District Governors Meeting.

L to R: Dave Bieri, PA I District Governor; 
Steve Pelonero, UNICO 1st Vice President; 
Melanie Naro, Scranton Chapter President; 
Frank Blasi, Chief Legal Counsel; Dr. Frank 
DeFrank, UNICO National Executive Vice 
President; Pat Pelonero, UNICO National 
Office Manager; Maggie Pettinato; Dr. 
Peter Pettinato, UNICO 2nd Vice President; 
Sam Prudente, National Treasurer; Chris 
DiMattio, Past National President. 

L to R: Dave Bieri, PA I District Governor; 
Melanie Naro, Scranton Chapter 
President; Carmen Magistro, Wilkes Barre 
Chapter President; Dr. Frank DeFrank, 
National Executive Vice President; Marino 
Saveri, Roseto Chapter President; Donna 
Delehanty, Hazleton Chapter President; 
Patsy Ignar, Hazleton Secretary/Treasurer; 
and Chris DiMattio, Past National President.

LOUIS J. SERAFINI
— Attorney at Law —

SERAFINI & SERAFINI
A Professional Corporation

269 Hamburg Turnpike
P.O. Box 2040
Wayne, NJ 07474

(973) 595-9500
Fx: (973) 595-7442

To donate to a 
UNICO Charity 
make checks payable and mail to: 

UNICO Foundation
271 US Highway 46 West, 

Suite F-103, 
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004. 

All donations to the Foundation 
are tax deductible.
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When Disaster Strikes, UNICO National Is There 
Why St. Louis Chapter Got Involved.

 On August 24, 2016, at 3:36 a.m., a pow-
erful earthquake struck the Appennini 
Mountains in central Italy. The earth-
quake devastated a string of remote hill-
top towns and villages. Over 300 people 
lost their lives and thousands were left 
homeless. News stations showed us the 
destruction. Various UNICO Chapters 
donated funds to the UNICO National 
Foundation to help the afflicted area. A 
total of $50,000 was raised. 

UNICO National wanted to ensure 
the $50,000 went to help the commu-
nity. Nina Held, Trustee for the UNICO 
National Foundation suggested to Past 
President Domenick Nicastro and the 
UNICO National Foundation Board of 
Trustees that the money be used to help 
rebuild the hospital in Amatrice, Italy. 
Nina noted various Italian organiza-
tions in St. Louis raised approximately 

$10,000 and donated the funds to rebuild 
the hospital in Amatrice, Italy. UNICO 
National decided the funds be used to as-
sist with the rebuilding of the hospital. 

Mr. Anthony Gandolfo assisted Nina 
with the donation. He and his wife, 
Marisa, went to Italy this summer and 
met Dott. Domenica Tomassoni, the 
Director of Amatrice Hospital. Dott. 
Tomassoni thanked UNICO National and 
the St. Louis community for their gener-
ous donations to rebuild the hospital. 
(The hospital is currently working out 
of a temporary facility.) Dott. Tomas-
soni noted the people in Amatrice are 
extremely grateful for the donations and 
presented Mr. Gandolfo with two books, 
one for UNICO National and the other for 
the St. Louis Chapter. The books contain 
pictures of the damage and reconstruc-
tion efforts in Amatrice. 
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BRIDGEPORT, CT

It has been a busy summer and early 
fall for the Bridgeport, CT Chapter of 
UNICO. At the end of June we had our 
annual golf outing and it was a wonder-
ful event with over 60 golfers–THANK 
YOU to the golf committee: Maurizio 
Vitelli, Perry Vincenzi, Al Cortina, Mario 
Bartoli & Gino Venditti. All proceeds 
funded our scholarship fund; this year 
8 [$1,000] scholarships were awarded 
to deserving high school students in the 
Greater-Bridgeport area. 

The golf committee: Maurizio Vitelli, 
Perry Vincenzi, Al Cortina, Mario Bartoli 
& Gino Venditti.

ELIZABETH, NJ

The Elizabeth Chapter of Unico held 
it’s end of the year celebratory dinner on 
Wednesday, June 6 at Costa’s Ristorante.

At this time we honored the 2018 
scholarship recipients in recognition of 
not only academic achievement but also 
performance and behavior consistent with 
UNICAN values and contributions. 

Those honored: Steven DiMaria, Mia 
Di Paola, Toni Frino, Evan James Griffith, 
Jennifer Lawson, Thomas Marretta, Gi-
anna Ricerca, Nicolas Moriello, Samantha 
Sanjuanego, and Jonathan Kreinberg. The 
scholarship committee was co-chaired by 
UNICO member Jennifer Barrett and 1st 
Vice President Carole Cascio. Anthony 
Bengivenga swore in the recipients as 
youth members. There was also a presen-
tation of gifts to 8 Charities at this time.

NEW JERSEY DIST. XI

UNICO’s NJ District XI had their Co-
lumbus Day and Man of the Year Dinner 
on October 8th. 

L to R: John Alati, PNP; Dr. Frank 
DeFrank, UNICO National Executive 
Vice President; Lee Norelli, UNICO 
National President; Man of the Year, 
Santo Barretta from the West Essex 
Chapter; Gene Maddalena, NJ District 
XI Governor, and Steve Pelonero UNICO 
National 1st Vice President

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone Chapter UNICO raised 
$1535 for Saint Joseph’s Center with their 
popular homemade baked goods and 
donations.

Some of the many Keystone UNICO 
members who baked and manned the 
Baked Goods Stand at Saint Joseph’s 
Festival, from left, are Melissa Delfino, 
Nancy Angeloni, Tess Tropeano, Cesira 
Berardelli, Mary Mack, Tom Carlucci, 
JoAnn Martarano, Ray Tropeano, Lenore 
Latarewicz and Mary DePalma. 

KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Chapter Participates in         
Trunk or Treat

On October 27, 2018, members of the 
Kearny Chapter took part in Kearny Scout 
Unit 305’s Trunk or Treat event.  Members 
handed out candy, pretzels, pencils and 
other goodies to all who stopped by the 
Chapter’s table.

L to R: Lou and Celeste Pandolfi, 
Annamarie and Dennis Latushko and 
JoAnn Mitchell.

Join us
For our Annual Christmas Party 

Open House on 
Friday, Nov. 30th, 2018 
at the National Office 

starting at noon until 8pm



CELEBRATING 97 YEARS

VILLANI BUS COMPANY
811 East Linden Avenue

Linden, NJ 07036
Phone: 908.862.3333 | Fax: 908.474.8058

www.villanibus.com
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CLARK, NJ

Clark UNICO held the annual Bocce 
night. About 25 Clark UNICANS came 
out and played bocce, ate, drank and had 
a great time right up until dark at which 
time, lanterns were used to play.

RUTHERFORD, NJ

Rutherford UNICO celebrates Italian 
Heritage Month with a display in the 
Community Library window.

KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Chapter goes to AC

September 23rd was the Kearny Chap-
ter’s fund-raising bus trip to the Tropicana 
Casino in Atlantic City. Bingo games and 
a 50-50 made the trip go faster and got 
everyone in the spirit to “win big.” 

Chapter VP Annamarie Latushko “call-
ing” the bingo numbers as husband 
Dennis keeps an eye on his board.

During a “lull in the action,” members 
and guests. L to R: Pearl Yaszczemski, 
Irene Zarbetski, Celeste Pandolfi and 
Ida Nigro enjoyed lunch at Carmine’s. 
Everyone enjoyed the trip – especially 
the big winners. 

TORRINGTON, CT

Sam V. Larocco – Italian Mayor            
of the Day

Sam V. La Rocco was born in Tor-
rington, CT on April 7, 1925. He was one 
of thirteen children born to Rose and 
Angelo LaRocco. He grew up in a close 
knit family of siblings including Grace, 
Angelo, Tony, Joe and Elia LaRocco, Anna 
Negri, Betty Sanderson, Jeanne LoBrutto 
and Rose Ferrier. Sam attended the Riv-
erside Elementary School and received 
a diploma from Torrington High School. 
During WW11, at the age of nineteen, Sam 
enlisted in the US Army. He landed at 
Normandy on June 12, 1944, six days after 
the D-Day invasion. He served in General 
Patton’s 3rd Army in Germany, France and 
Central Europe, returning home in Decem-
ber 1945. In April 1947, he married Lucie 
D’Amico. And they dedicated themselves 
to raising their four children in Torrington. 
He is now a proud grandfather of five and 
great grandfather of five!

Following his Army discharge, Sam 
started a plumbing apprentice with a 
local plumbing contractor, continuing 
through the journey ship and ultimately 
becoming a master plumber. He ran his 
own business, ‘Sam LaRocco Plumbing 
and Heating”, until 1966. He then worked 
as a Mechanical Estimator for the State of 
Connecticut, retiring in 1986.

Sam has spent his retirement years 
enjoying golf, family and good friends. In 
addition he has volunteered as a member 
of the Elks and, to this day, serves as a 
member of the set-up crew for the events 
held at the lodge. He is a communicant 
at S. John Paul the Great Roman Catholic 
Parish (formerly) Saint Peter’s Roman 
Catholic Church) and has served as an 
usher there for over forty years.

SECAUCUS, NJ

Left: Joe Arena, a Secaucus Chapter 
member since 2002, was presented with 
a plaque of appreciation upon his retire-
ment from our Chapter.

Right: William Woltmann with Chairperson 
Sandra Lopez.

The Deadline for the 
January 2019 issue of 

ComUNICO is 

MONDAY, DEC 10TH

 Please send all submissions to: 
comUNICO@UNICO.org
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CARBONDALE, PA

Annual All Wrapped Up: Holiday 
Shopping Extravaganza

Committee members meet to finalize 
plans for this fundraiser that supports 
local charities.

L-R: Angel Masco, Lena Graziano, Terri 
Pettinato President, Mary Ann Kearney, 
Patty Morrell, Marie Greto, Mary 
Monahan, Linda Gabriel and Mary Lynn 
Brannon.

RUTHERFORD, NJ

The Rutherford Chapter hosted a 
Canteen for Special Guests.

ROSETO, PA

Dr. Marino Saveri Jr., Roseto chapter 
of UNICO Pres., conducted officer 
installation ceremony for Ladies of 
Roseto chapter of UNICO during the 
ladies Sept. meeting.

(L-R) Marian Ronco treasurer, Marie Pullo 
secretary, Chapter President Dr. Marino 
Saveri Jr., Annamaria Robertone Pres. 
and Maryann Mcevoy VP.

KEYSTONE, PA

Many Keystone Chapter UNICO mem-
bers stopped by to support the La Festa 
Italiana Italian Ice Stand, which raised 
funds for the UNICO Convention. 

Left front: Keystone’s Vice Presidents 
Frank Coviello & Michele McDade and 
Financial Secretary MaryAnn Coviello.  
Working the stand (from left): National 
VP’s Steve Pelonero & Peter Pettinato and 
National Office Manager Pat Pelonero.  VP 
Frank DeFrank was also working the stand 
but was on his “break” at picture time.
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CLARK & HILLSIDE, NJ

Clark UNICO and Hillside UNICO 
played their annual “Unico Bowl” 
football game at home – ALJ Stadium 
on Columbus Day Weekend. The state 
champs – Hillside Comets, played tough 
and beat the Crusaders 47-0. Clark and 
Hillside Chapter Presidents Joe Arancio 
and Angelo Bonanno did the coin toss.

OAKVILLE WATERTOWN, CT

The Oakville-Watertown CT UNICO An-
nual Clambake was held Sunday, Sept. 
9, 2018 at the Cercemaggiore Club in 
Oakville, CT. 

Some of the local members pictured left 
to right who helped with the event are: 
Bill Breg, Chapter Secretary; Joe Longo, 
Chapter Treasurer; Mark Gubbiotti, Joe 
Polletta, Rick Sarandrea, Dick DiMaria 
and Vinnie Dorso (in front).

Also in attendance at the event were 
UNICO national dignitaries pictured left to 
right: Francine Nido, National Secretary; 
Linda DeFrank; Dr. Frank DeFrank, 
Executive VP; Richard Gubbiotti, 
Oakville-Watertown Chapter President; 
Steve Pelonero, 1st VP; Pat Pelonero; 
and Frank Travisano, Waterbury CT 
Chapter President.

PARAMUS, NJ

PNP Rick D’Arminio and Past Paramus 
President, Lori Romaglia swear in nine 
new members.

Left: The Paramus Executive Board is 
sworn in, Lois Iula, 1st VP, Ro Bucco, 
Secretary, Joe Iula, Treasurer and Mike 
Sluka, Sergeant At Arms.

Right: PNP Rick D’Arminio and past 
Paramus President, Lori Romaglia wel-
come Susan James as Paramus’ new 
President.

Samantha Greco and Maria Gigante.

SECAUCUS, NJ

SCRANTON, PA

L-R: Melonie Naro UNICO Scranton 
Chapter President; Mary Marrara, Past 
UNICAN of the Year; Patty Montalbano, 
Bob Montalbano UNICANS of the year, 
Charlie Spano, Past UNICAN of the Year.

UNICO National Scranton Chapter 
awarded Patty and Bob Montalbano 
UNICANS of the Year. 

VERONA, NJ

Chapter President Michael Ruglio swear-
ing in new member Helmut Kamm, at our 
October meeting. 
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CHICAGO W SUBURBAN, IL

Golf Outing and Scholarship Awards 
Dinner

Past National President, Michael Spano 
(R) and Midwest Regional District 
Governor Chair, Ron Giometti getting 
ready to enjoy the day.

Scholarship recipient Alana Buttitta re-
ceiving 1 of the 4 local scholarships from 
Scholarship Chairman, Stan Kuczynski.

Chicago W. Suburban UNICO Golf 
Committee: Mario Veltri, Sunday Mollica, 
Edward R. Gesualdo; PNP Mike Veselka; 
Billy Randazzo, John Panvino, Loreto 
LoCascio, Donato Ancona, & Paul Domico.

ORANGE WEST ORANGE, NJ

O/WO UNICO Establishes WOHS Virtual 
Enterprise International Scholarships

Over the last few years, the Orange/
West Orange Chapter of UNICO National 
has been expanding its local scholarship 
program, which already includes five 
(5) $1,500 scholarships to college bound 
West Orange High School seniors. Last 
year, the Chapter added a sixth scholar-
ship specifically for a graduating student 
who was a member of the hugely suc-
cessful WOHS AFJROTC program. The 
O/WO UNICO Chapter is once again 
expanding its scholarship program. 

This year, juniors and seniors at 
WOHS, will be participating in Virtual 
Enterprises International and pairing 
up with local business professionals as 
part of a new capstone program. The 
non-profit program is on the rise and 
WOHS is one of less than 400 schools 
in the nation to take part in this innova-
tive learning environment. Through VEI, 
classrooms are converted to business in-
cubators that allow participants to think 
and act like business owners through 
a simulation program, thus creating a 
future generation of entrepreneurs and 
business leaders. 

O/WO UNICO Scholarship Director 
Frank V. Gonnella, through the Chapter’s 
participation with the WO Chamber of 
Commerce, is supporting the program 
along with other West Orange business 
leader through a mentorship program 
with the VE students. Guided by teacher-

facilitator Maria V. Frangos, the VE stu-
dents establish and manage a company 
that replicates the functions and de-
mands of a real business. The company 
is 100% overseen by a student man-
agement team and CEO and this year’s 
company is EliaLife, a high-quality olive 
oil company, sourcing its olives from 
small local farms throughout Europe. 
The company’s motto is “Feel Good & Do 
Good”. This past Wednesday night the 
students had the opportunity to “pitch” 
their product to the members of the O/
WO UNICO Chapter. The students will 
be participating in several competitions 
throughout the year, so it was a great 
opportunity to practice and get some 
real-world feedback. At the meeting, it 
was announced that the Chapter will be 
awarding a seventh $1,500 scholarship 
to a graduating senior who successfully 
completes this capstone course.

The Orange/West Orange UNICO 
Chapter serves the community by provid-
ing scholarships and supporting charities 
on a local and national basis. The organi-
zation also actively promotes the rec-
ognition of Italian heritage and culture 
and the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country. For additional 
information or if you are interested in 
membership, please contact Frank V. 
Gonnella (fvgonnella@gmail.com) or visit 
www.facebook.com/orangewestorangeu-
nicochapter/.

FOOD BANK AND SHELTER GRANT APPLICATIONS 

Available through the National Office. Deadlines for consideration are 60 days before either the 
Mid-Year Board of Directors Meeting or the Annual Convention.
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ST LUCY’S CHURCH NEWARK, NJ

Union (NJ) Chapter President Joe Almeida 
and M&R Director Anthony Bengivenga 
participate with the Union banner after the 
procession at the special mass for Italian 
American organizations at St. Lucy’s 
Church in Newark on Oct. 15, 2018.

UNICO Chapters participating in the 
special mass for Italian American orga-
nizations at St. Lucy’s church in Newark 
on Oct. 15, 2018.

The Kearney Chapter, Union Chapter and 
Nutley Chapters with their banners prior 
to the procession at the special mass & 
blessing for Italian American organiza-
tions at St. Lucy’s church in Newark, NJ 
on Oct. 15, 2016.

News ComUNICO

DENVILLE, NJ

Denville Unico helped celebrate 
Parsippany’s 1st Annual Italian Cultural 
Festival by selling cannoli. 

Mayor Michael Soriano is pictured with 
the Denville Chapter.
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GREATER BINGHAMTON, NJ

The Greater Binghamton NY chapter 
seized the opportunity to participate in 
the 12th annual GUSTO!, “A Taste of 
Italy” block party in Endicott, NY on 
August, 24th 2018. This yearly event 
features food, crafts, street paintings and 
entertainment. Our group sold tickets to 
win Italian food and wine baskets. We 
also provided volunteers to aid the street 
painters. GUSTO! Has become a trea-
sured yearly event for our group.

Richard Wahilla and Jean Desio man the 
booth at the block party.

Left: Street artist and member Mary Grassi.
Right: Carla and Joseph Toman

Member Mary Grassi’s completed 
street art.

MERRIMACK VALLEY, MA

L-R: Brian Bullock, Paul Mastroianni, 
Richard Main, Brian Bush.

UNICO of Merrimack Valley celebrat-
ing its 29th year as a Chapter of UNICO 
National recently announced that it has 
raised and distributed over $850,000 to 
local charities. UNICO National is the 
largest Italian-American Service Organiza-
tion in the United States.

A charity golf tournament was held at 
the Haverhill County Club on Sept. 24th 
as the club’s annual and only fundraiser. 
The event raised another $27,000.

The co-chairmen of the event, Larry 
Ardito and Al Torrisi and their golf 
committee worked tirelessly to make 
this event a success. 

According to Larry Ardito, “we dis-
tributed over $35,000 to organizations 
and individuals this past year alone. 
Some of the local charities include: 
Lazarus House, Boys and Girls Club of 
Lawrence, COR Unum, Bellesini Acade-
my, Esperanza Academy, Ironstone Farm, 
Essex Art Center, Prof. Center for Child 
Development, Family Services, Lawrence 
History Center and Foster Kids of Mer-
rimack Valley, just to name a few.”

“While we do have a great time play-
ing golf, especially on such a beautiful 
day, it’s only through the generosity, 
dedication and hard work from the golf-
ers, members, volunteers and sponsors 
that really make the difference between 
success and failure. This is our only fund-
raiser, and it’s very important to our club 
and to the benefactors of our efforts, that 

this event continues to raise the money 
we need to support the community.”

The winning team with the lowest net 
scores – Congratulations to the 1st place 
team: Brian Bullock, Executive Vice 
President/Chief Commercial Lending Of-
ficer, Enterprise Bank; Paul Mastroianni, 
President/Owner, REC Hopkinton LLC; 
Richard Main, President, Enterprise, 
Bank; Brian Bush, President, New Eng-
land Heritage Properties, Inc.

In order to continue to support area 
organizations caring or the needs of oth-
ers, UNICO Merrimack Valley conducts 
its annual golf outing to raise money. All 
of the money raised goes to scholarships 
and community service projects within 
the Merrimack Valley. We look forward 
to the continuation of this mission and to 
the impact that this effort as on the lives 
of others.

UNION, NJ

The Union Chapter made a donation 
to the Township of Union Veteran’s Alli-
ance Memorial Day Parade Fundraiser. 

From left to right Fran Doyle, President 
Joe Almeida, Phyllis Monguso, and Bob 
Johnsen.

PITTSFIELD, MA

September Inductees L to R: Alyssa 
Sorrentino, Joan Gennari, Mark Ringie 
and Kate Hastings.
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PURCHASE YOURS TODAY!
Contact the National Office

2019 HERITAGE & 
PHOTO CALENDAR

CARBONDALE, PA

The Carbondale chapter welcomed 
National First VP Steve Pelonero and 
ComUnico Editor Pat Pelonero at a chap-
ter meeting. Each gave a presentation on 
the value of chapter membership and 
promoting your local chapter.

L-R: Glenn Pettinato, Past National 
President; Nathan Masco, Pat Pelonero, 
Steve Pelonero, First VP; Terri Pettinato, 
Chapter President; Dr. Peter Pettinato 
National Second VP; Mary Lynn Brannon, 
and Joe Masco.

SCRANTON, PA

L-R: Mary Marrara, Membership 
Director; Melanie Naro, Scranton Chapter 
President; Chris DiMattio, Past National 
President; Joseph Rodano, New Member; 
Andrea and John Disanferdinand, 
Sponsors.

UNICO National Scranton Chapter 
installed Joseph Rodano, a new member, 
at the Membership Meeting held at Villa 
Maria’s in Scranton, PA.

HAZLETON, PA

Hazleton Chapter honored Anthony 
Colombo Sr. at Capriotti’s Restaurant on 
October 19.

ROSETO, PA

L to R: Chapter President Dr. Marino 
Saveri, Timothy Velekei Sr., National 
President Lee Norelli, Damian DuLuca, 
Chapter VP Joseph Danubio.

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone Chapter UNICO was repre-
sented by its “Le Sorelle” members at the 
Cards For Charity Fundraiser for the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center of NEPA. Key-
stone Chapter UNICO was represented 
by its “Le Sorelle” members at the Cards 
For Charity Fundraiser for the Children’s 
Advocacy Center of NEPA.

L to R: Michele McDade, Marge Ruggiero, 
Marie Scaringi, Mary DePalma, Cesira 
Berardelli, Nettie Wormuth & Valerie Riggi.

Chapter members Perry & Angela 
Vincenzi, Louis Gallucci and Anthony 
pictured here near Taormina, Sicily.

BRIDGEPORT, CT

In August, Chapter members Perry 
& Angela Vincenzi, Louis Gallucci and 
Anthony Tucci held an informal summit 
in Italy near Taormina, Sicily. 

The Deadline for the January 2019 
issue of ComUNICO is 

MONDAY, DEC 10TH

 Please send all submissions to: 
comUNICO@UNICO.org
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We Solve Your Tax Problems!
The TaxAdvocate Group
Salvatore P. Candela 
 TAX SPECIALIST EA, RFC, ABA, ATA 

 TAX PREPARATION & REPRESENTATION

     Visit: www.thetaxadvocategroup.com
              Email: scandela@thetaxadvocategroup.com

(877) Tax-1040
Fax: (718) 894-4476

75-16 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

 Rent a Car 
 DISCOUNT

Corporate Account #V652167
Comp Membership in Preferred Service

Visit www.avisawards.com
Discount good for all UNICO members & non-member, year around.

Any members interested in 
signing up for a Constant Contact 

account under our partnership 
can sign up through this link 

http://www.constantcontact.com/
index.jsp?pn=uniconational

811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036
— Established in 1920 —

Dee Villani
President

Phone (908) 862-3333 • Fax: (908) 474-8058

I’m a new Passaic Valley Chapter member and 
would like to offer all UNICO members our 

FUEL AND EMISSIONS TECHNOLOGY 
FOR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS USE

A Thank You for the service you have given over the years

• 15% discount off of any model to you 
 + 5% back to your chapter 
• Reduces fuel usage 10% - 35% and 
 Emissions 50% - 96%
• NO maintenance “ever”, 50 year life 
 FAA tested & approved
• For questions and/or Info Sheet Contact:
 “Dr George”, CEO at drgeorge@energy-group.com

www.energy-group.com/overall.htm

JOSEPH J. SERAFINI
— Attorney at Law —

SERAFINI & SERAFINI
A Professional Corporation

269 Hamburg Turnpike • P.O. Box 2040 • Wayne, NJ 07474
(973) 595-9500
Fx: (973) 595-7442

SCRANTON, PA

UNICO Scranton Chapter Volunteers 
prepared over 4800 pounds of Por-
ketta for their Porketta stand at La Festa 
Italiana. The festival is held Labor Day 
weekend in Scranton, Pa.

L to R: George Fueshko; Lou DiMattio, 
Ron Quattrone, Joann Quattrone, Steve 
Andrichak, Bill Waerhouse, Tony Summa, 
Dr. Al Giallorenzi.

NUTLEY, NJ

Eleven new members were sworn in 
at the Oct. meeting: Mike Petrocelli, Alan 
DeFabio, Denise DiBlasio, Carol Lisa 
Ricci, Bob Wallace, Joseph Algieri, Dan 
Cocco, Frank Rossi, Sr., Frank Rossi, Jr., 
David Lambo and John Resciniti. Wel-
come to all. The guest speaker at the Oct. 
meeting was Anthony Pope, an attorney 
with 30 years of experience with civil 
litigation. Among his awards are, “NJ Su-
per Lawyer”,” NJ Best Attorne” in 2005 
and 1987 “Italian American of the Year” 
by the Italian Tribune.

TORRINGTON, CT

The Torrington Chapter  of  UNICO 
National – the second oldest in the na-
tion established in 1925 – has gifted a 
total of $19,687 to the following organi-
zations through their 2018 Community 
Projects Grants:

• $1835 Torrington Historical Society for 
materials to promote the 2018 series of 
programs, free to the public 

• $2,700 Torrington High School to 
co-sponsor a speaking program called 
“Stand Up to Substance Abuse” 

• $2,652 Camp Rising Star, for camperships 
• $1,500 Two Hearts Pregnancy Care 

Center for purchase of cribs 
• $4,000 Warner Theatre to help under-

write costs to for replacement of a new 
wireless microphone system 

• $7,000 Connecticut Academy for the 
Arts (CAFTA), to provide funding for 
the Summer Art Camp
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Welcome New Members! September & October

*Correction: accidently omitted 
July/August 
CLARK

Vita Greco 

AVON
Joseph Tropea

BAYONNE
Rocco G. Coviello
Franco Di Croce

Michael Elia
Edoardo Ferrante
Michael Galella
Kenny Kopacz
Paul Newman
Gregory Pease
Jason Scudder

BLOOMFIELD
Melanie Bitecola

BRICK
Bernadette Ghibesi

CARBONDALE
Ann Murnock

CHICAGO W SUBURBAN
Alfonso Longobardi

Randy Sutter

CLARK
Margaret A. Cilia

Donald P. Connola Jr.
John Pingor

ELIZABETH
Carmine Moriello

FARMINGTON
Gianfranco Di Domenico 
Robert W. Fiondella, Sr. 

Steve Lucca
Joel Nowakowski
Joseph Petrone

Alfred Turco

GARFIELD
Vincenzo Gerardi

Louise Gerardi

GREATER RAMSEY
Nancy M. Riggio

HACKENSACK
Michael A. Russo 

HAZLETON
Jeffrey Collura

Anthony Colombo
Joseph A. De Luca

HIGHLAND BEACH
Rita Albertine

Rachael Autiello
Audrey Butan

Paul Buzzallino

Mark Merklein
Regina Peters

HILLSBOROUGH
Janine Erickson

KEYSTONE
Marie Burke

Jennifer Mcdade

LIVINGSTON
Mary Ellen Dowd

LODI
Gary F. Laurita

MONTCLAIR
Stephanie Almasy

Ralph Amadeo
Edmondo Astone

P.J. Caggiano
Carmela Pasqua Cohen 
Irene M. De Bernardo 
Donato Di Geronimo 
Charlene M. Dibella 

Terry Fierro
Raffaele M. Marzullo 
Joseph S. Nasce Jr. 

Margaret Ruccio
Robert Russo

NATIONAL
Sharon Pelonero Kessinger

NEWBURGH
Bernadette Giordano 

Joseph Minuta

NUTLEY
Robert Algieri

Joe Algieri
Amy J. Celento
Daniel N. Cocco
Denise De Blasio

Alan Defabbio
Frank Grossi Sr.
Brian Intindola
David Lambo

Catherine J. Marucci 
Christopher Masallo 
Michael Petrucelli

John J. Resciniti Jr. 
Carol Lisa Ricci

Robert C Wallace 
Frank Grossi Jr.

ORANGE / W ORANGE
Ryan DelGuercio 

Siena Claire Pizzano

PARAMUS
Adele L. Hook 

Kenneth C. Hook

PASSAIC VALLEY
James Minnella

PLAINFIELDS
Joseph Abate

QUEENSBORO
Giovanni Mistretta 

Martin Picone

RARITAN VALLEY
Maureen Meyer
Anita Thompson

SADDLE BROOK
Chris Ianneillo

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
Michael A. Abate

Ron Mahaffey

SECAUCUS
Felicia Moglia

Louise Rittberg 
William Tyler Zanta

SPARTA
Ethan Harby

Gary Peter Muccino 
Susanne Muccino

ST JOE’S H.S. MONTVALE
Christopher Allen 

Zachary Bruffy
Joseph Cacciola

Jack Centrelli
Nino De Marco 

Michael De Marco 
Matthew Emmer 

Joseph Gil
Giovani Gomez 
Benjamin Hajek 
Brendan Lysik
Daniel Maglio
Frankie Monte

Frank Piserchia
Logan Rivera

Patrick Joseph Roscio 
Christopher Servedio 

Nicholas Joseph Sorrentino 
Nicholas Steinhauser 

William Tallant
Kyle Turanick
Dante Zicarelli

ST LOUIS
Vito Chirco

Umberto Passanisi

TWIN CITIES
James C. Lombardi

VERONA
Helmut Kamm

WATERBURY
Licia Albini Fitzpatrick

WEST ESSEX
Christopher Ray Awad 

Jeffrey Karn

WETHERSFIELD
Nancy Lee Amenta

Lori Willin



UNICO National November 2018 31

NewsComUNICO

DENVILLE, NJ

Denville Unico had the privilege of 
participating again in the District XI 
Bocce Tournament held in Montville, NJ. 
Denville fielded two teams, with team 
“Denville #2” coming in 2nd Place.

ROCKAWAY TWSHP, NJ

John and Kathleen Lavalle during a 
match.

In September, our Chapter partici-
pated in the District XI Bocce Tourna-
ment to help raise money for Cancer 
research. We had a great time, and there 
was a tremendous amount of good Ital-
ian food…and our team even made it to 
the 4th round!

Additionally, in September our 
Chapter donated $100 to the Valley Na-
tional Breast Cancer Walk.

CLIFFSIDE PARK, NJ

Frank Sodano, seated left, of the C.P. 
chapter honored at the Meet The 
President dinner for his 50 years as a 
member of UNICO. Standing from left: 
Jim Fucci, Pres./DG VI; Danny Rome, Rich 
Miller; seated right Lou Coccaro.

Frank Sodano (seated) along with 
Treasurer, Fran Fucci (left) and Secretary, 
Sharon Rome (right) of the Cliffside Park 
chapter at the Meet The President dinner.

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone UNICO Makes a Donation to 
Saint Francis Commons

Keystone UNICO raised $1,562.36 at 
their Flapjack Fundraiser for Saint Fran-
cis Commons, which offers a home and 
social services for homeless veterans.

At the check presentation (L to R): Mary 
Ann Coviello, event co-chair; Ryan 
Pollock, Saint Francis Commons pro-
gram supervisor; Frank Coviello, event 
chairman; Nanine Gramigna, Keystone 
Chapter President and Cathy Gerard, 
Keystone Chapter Board Chairman.
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      ComUNICO 
                       The  Voice of UNICO National 

       GIFT                                               PERSONAL SUBCRIPTION 

SEND TO 

NAME:   ________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________________________________________ 

Check Type of Payment:    Check (Payable to UNICO National)                                                                                                                                              
        Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard, AMEX, Discover)  

CARD NUMBER:  _______________________________________________________________ 

EXP. DATE:  ____________________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________________ 

NAME ON CREDIT CARD:  ____________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to give ComUNICO as a gift or know anyone who is  
not a member of UNICO National and would like to  

receive a subscription, 
ORDER TODAY * 5 ISSUES * ONLY $25 

 

Please complete this form and mail to the address below with your payment or  
call the UNICO National Office with your credit card information. 

Fairfield Commons, 271 US Hwy 46 West, Suite F-103, Fairfield, NJ 07004 
(973) 808-0035, Fax: (973) 808-0043, E-mail: uniconational@unico.org 

 

Support the UNICO Store 
Checkout the new website 

www.unicostore.yolasite.com 
 

Don’t know what to buy your favorite UNICAN. Why not 
get him or her something from the UNICO Store. The 
store sells a wide variety of UNICO merchandise: long 

and short sleeved polo shirts for men and women, denim 
and oxford shirts for men and women, baseball caps, knit 

caps, scarves, ties, membership pins, sweatshirts, 
windshirts, bibs for babies, flag sets, golf towels AND the 
new UNICO THROW BLANKET (proudly made in the 
USA) which benefits the National Scholarship Fund. To 

place an order, contact either the  
National office or  

Lou and Celeste Pandolfi at lpandolfi@verizon.net or 
201-368-2409. 

 
 

News ComUNICO

KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Chapter Helps Needy Students

Members of the Kearny Chapter do-
nated funds to the Kearny Corps of the 
Salvation Army and then helped distrib-
ute Back to School supplies to needy stu-
dents in Kearny along with other Kearny 
service clubs. 

Seated L to R: Celeste Pandolfi and 
Annamarie Latushko. Standing L to 
R: Anthony DeLuca, Lou Pandolfi and 
Dennis Latushko. 

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone Chapter UNICO National 
donated $3800 to the Greater Dunmore 
YMCA with proceeds from their Sixth 
Annual Golf Tournament at Sand Springs 
in Drums, PA.

Keystone UNICO Golf Committee at the 
presentation (L to R): are Ray Tropeano, 
President Cathy Gerard, Mark McDade, 
Treasurer Val Riggi, YMCA CFO Richard 
Surridge, John Mecca, Tournament 
Chairman Ernie DeStefano, Bob Kovatch 
and Joe Sadowski.  Save the date for 
Sunday, June 2, 2019 for next year’s 
Keystone UNICO Golf Tournament.

BLOOMFIELD, NJ

On Thursday November 1, 2018 the win-
ner for the Convention 2019 Suite raffle 
was picked. The raffle was sponsored by 
the Bloomfield, NJ Chapter for the pur-
pose of helping to raise funds for the 2019 
Convention to be held at the Gaylord 
Hotel in Nashville, TN. The winner of the 
ticket pulled was Mary Marrara from the 
Scranton, PA Chapter. 

Executive Vice President Dr. Frank De 
Frank, his wife Linda, Bloomfield Chapter 
President Mike Sisco and his wife, Betty 
Gallina and Paul Alongi Chairman of the 
Convention 2019.
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We have the largest Italian 
American museum in the 
East, ten rooms of exhibits, a Hall of History and 

a gift shop.  On the second floor we have our Italian 

Cultural Center – library, hall, classroom, chapel, 

kitchen and art gallery.

Rooms include the Arts room, Italian Folk Art room, 

the Faith of Ancestors room, and a room that honors 

Italian Americans who served in all of our wars.

We invite you to visit! Learn more at 

www.americanitalianmuseum.org

UNICO WORDSEARCH

NewsComUNICO
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Meet the President
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Meet the President

Membership & Retention Director 
Anthony Bengivenga; 2nd Vice President 
Peter Pettinato and PNP Tom Vaughan 
enjoy a few moments at the Meet the 
President Banquet at the Venetian in 
Garfield, NJ on Oct. 17, 2018.

PNP Dr. Ann Walko; Membership & 
Retention Director Anthony Bengivenga; 
BobTarte (Westfield Chapter); and Manny 
Alfano (Belleville Chapter) enjoy a few 
moments at Meet the President banquet 
at the Venetian on Oct. 17, 2018.

MEMBERSHIP & RETENTION
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Celebrating Columbus Day

CLIFFSIDE PARK, NJ

1ST Vice Pres. of the Cliffside Park 
chapter, Gerry Ranieri, speaking about 
the accomplishments of Christopher 
Columbus at their annual ceremony held 
in Columbus Park.

Members of the Cliffside Park chapter 
along with members of the community at 
their annual Columbus Day ceremony at 
Columbus Park.

KEARNY, NJ

(Front L to R): Ida Nigro, Annamarie 
Latushko, National President Lee Norelli 
and Celeste Pandolfi (Back L to R): Dennis 
Latushko and Lou Pandolfi. Not pictured 
are Laura Sgalia Muniz, Vic Muniz and DG 
Bob Montanino. 

On Saturday, October 6th, mem-
bers of the Kearny Chapter gathered at 
the statue of Christopher Columbus to 
honor The Great Navigator. National 
President Lee Norelli joined chapter 
members and members of the Kearny 
Town Council at the Annual Wreath 
Laying Ceremony. Bob Montanino, 
District Governor of N.J. District VII was 
the featured speaker. 

CARBONDALE, PA

Carbondale UNICO Membership 
Celebrates Columbus Day 

Members place a wreath at the 
Christopher Columbus statue in Memorial 
Park, Carbondale, PA.

Members who attended this year are, 
L-R: Joe Masco, Tom Gretzula, Don 
Gibbs, Ron Witts, Brian Durkin, Mike 
Dobrowski, Joe Carachilo, Nathan Masco 
and Chip Calabro.

Flag raising event before the Colum-
bus day Parade. Maureen Persi and Mel 
Persi from Brick were some of the speak-
ers. Brick UNICO hosted the event at 
Brick municipal building.

BRICK, NJ

Columbus Day Parade in Seaside NJ. 
The Brick Chapter always participates!

BRICK, NJ
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Celebrating Columbus Day

GARFIELD, NJ

The Garfield Chapter celebrated 
Columbus Day with its annual wreath 
laying ceremony at its statue in Gar-
field and by marching in the Columbus 
Day Parade in New York City. At the 
wreath laying ceremony, President Sal 
Militello emphasized the importance of 
Columbus Day and keeping our Italian 
traditions alive. The Chapter was joined 
at the wreath laying ceremony by Past 
National President and Garfield member 
Dominick Nicastro and NJ District VII 
Governor Bob Montanini.

Garfield members at the wreath laying 
ceremony.

Garfield members enjoyed breakfast 
together following the wreath laying 
ceremony.

Garfield Chapter Officers and NJ District 
VII Governor Bob Montanini.

Garfield members at the Columbus Day 
Parade in New York City.

CARBONDALE, PA

Carbondale UNICO has been rep-
resented in the NYC Columbus Day 
Parade, for the past 25+ years.

A family of presidents! Terri Pettinato, 
Chapter President and Glenn Pettinato, 
PNP pose on parade day.

Representing the Carbondale membership 
are L-R: Patty Morrell, Joe Carachilo, Mary 
Ann Kearney, Nathan Masco, Ron Witts, 
Cathy Refice, Terri Pettinato, Bob Tomaine, 
Ron Refice and Maggie Pettinato.

GREATER BINGHAMTON, NJ

The Greater Binghamton UNICO mem-
bers participated the in Columbus Day 
Parade in Binghamton, NY. 

Greater Binghamton Unico members at 
Columbus Statue after participating in 
Columbus Day Parade in Binghamton, NY. 

Marie Solimo coordinated the Oct 7 
Unico Wreath Laying ceremony at Nutley 
Town Hall followed by a large contin-
gent of Nutley members marching in the 
Nutley-Belleville Columbus Day Parade.

NUTLEY, NJ

SCRANTON, PA

UNICO National Scranton Chapter par-
ticipants at the Columbus Day Parade.
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The Case for Columbus by Dr. Marino C. Saveri

based on Knowing Better’s 
“In Defense of Columbus: An Exaggerated Evil”

In my research for my presentation for 
my chapter’s annual Columbus Day din-
ner, I came across a channel on YouTube 
called Knowing Better (youtube.com/c/
knowingbetter). The presenter’s content 
included a video that peaked my interest 
entitled In Defense of Columbus: An Exag-
gerated Evil (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZEw8c6TmzGg). 

For years, Italian-Americans have en-
dured numerous attacks against the name 
of Columbus, including accusations of 
rape, torture, and genocide brought in his 
name to the New World. But, as it seems 
to be the case with most stories through-
out history, there may be more than one 
side to the story of Cristobal Colon. The 
presenter does a tremendous job mak-

ing a case for Columbus in his video and 
I definitely recommend watching to get 
the complete picture. But here, I’m going 
to present, what I feel, are the ten big-
gest myths concerning Columbus and the 
facts that Knowing Better presents to the 
contrary.

Myth #1: Columbus thought the world 
was flat. This is not true at all. The spheri-
cal Earth theory has existed since ancient 

times, possibly as early as 431 BC in the 
works of Herodotus.

Myth #2: Columbus thought the Earth 
was shaped like a pear, complete with a 
stem, or protuberance. I had never heard 
this before seeing a video from Adam Ruins 
Everything. Adam Conover claims his 
source for this is a 2002 New Yorker article 
by Elizabeth Kolbert titled “The Lost Mari-
ner”. Ms. Kolbert’s draws this information 
from a letter written by Columbus during 
his third voyager to the New World. What 
neither of them tell you is that this was a 
very poetic letter by Columbus. Most maps 
in the 1490s were oriented with east at the 
top, surrounded by paradise. Columbus was 
describing his travels in prose, with this 
so-called “protuberance” being paradise. 

Additionally, this “paradise” is described by 
Columbus as being “south of Asia.” Accord-
ing to Amerigo Vespucci, this paradise may 
also be South America.

Myth #3: The monarchs of Spain, King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, gave Co-
lumbus his funding just to get rid of him. 
Also, not true. The Ottomans had cut off 
European access to Asia by closing Spice 
Road. The Portuguese were colonizing Af-

rica. Having just reclaimed Iberia from the 
Moors, the Spanish were eager to expand 
their kingdom, even if betting on Colum-
bus was a risk.

Myth #4: Columbus underestimated the 
size of the Earth. Well, this is true, but his 
navigation was only as good as his sourc-
es. The greatest cartographer of 1490s, 
Toscanelli, overestimated the size of Asia 
and miscalculated the size of the ocean. By 
using Toscanelli’s map, Columbus under-
estimated the distance from Europe to Asia 
by 7000 miles.

Myth #5: Columbus thought he was in 
Asia. According to Columbus’s letters and 
journals, he never thought he was in Asia. 
He thought he had discovered an unchart-
ed chain of islands off the coast of Japan. 

Myth #6: The Vikings discovered Amer-
ica. Departing from Greenland in search of 
timber in 985, Lief Ericsson headed east, 
making camp in what is now Newfound-
land. But by 1408, the Norse colonies had 
been abandoned and the discovery had 
been largely forgotten. This would be akin 
to scouting Franco Harris in 1970 at Penn 
State, only for your NFL team not to draft 
him. When Harris and the Steelers win 
the Super Bowl in 1975, you can’t claim 
you “discovered” Franco Harris, because 
your discovery amounted to nothing. The 
Norse discovery amounted to nothing, 
while Columbus’s discovery opened up the 
New World to European exploration and 
colonization.

Myth #7: Columbus started the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade. The Trans-Atlantic 
slave trade began in 1515, fifteen years after 
Columbus had been removed as governor of 
Hispaniola. This blame should fall on sub-
sequent governors Bartolome de las Casas 
and his successor Nicholas de Avando.

Myth #8: Columbus enslaved and slaugh-
tered the indigenous Taino people as gov-
ernor of the first colony. This information 
comes from the translations of Columbus’s 
journals in 1530 by none other than Barto-
lome de las Casas. The particular phases that 
support this claim say that the Taino would 
be “good servants” to “conquer and govern”. 
This is taken out of context as Columbus 
implies the Taino would be “good servants” 
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of God (or the crown). He also never uses 
the words “conquer” or “govern”.

Myth #9: Columbus tortured the Taino. 
In reality, Columbus tortured the Spanish 
colonists, leading to his removal as gover-
nor. The colonists were robbing the Taino 
and selling them into sexual slavery. The 
torture was used by Columbus to deter this 
behavior. The colonists found their behavior 
more tolerable under the governorship of 
Bartolome de las Casas, a man who would 
become know as the “Protector of the Na-
tives”. De las Casas created this negative 
opinion of Columbus in 1530 by making his 
translations of Columbus’s journals paint 
him in as bad as a light as possible. In a 
1542 letter, De las Casas even went as far 
as accuse Columbus of the torture, robbing, 
and sexual slavery of the Taino.

Myth #10: Columbus is responsible for 
the genocide of the Taino. Some sources, 
although disputed, claim the Taino popula-
tion was reduced from 250,000 to around 
200 from 1492 to 1542. The problem with 
this narrative is Columbus was no longer 
governor in 1500 and a majority of this fifty 
year period was governed by Nicholas de 
Avando. To blame Columbus for an entire 
period of which he only governed the first 
1/6th is unfair. To classify it as genocide 
would also be unfair, because for genocide 
to be present, there must be intent. As we 
can see from Columbus’s journals in light 
of the translations, there was never any 
intent of this on the part of Columbus.

Colonization of the New World resulted 
in many consequences and damages to the 
indigenous people of the Americas. Know-
ing Better points out that while it is true 
that Columbus was the first part of that, he 
was a small part. But, it was still the first 
part and the first step in discovery is always 
the most important step, if not the most 
instigating. Knowing Better also concludes 
that you cannot give Columbus all of the 
blame while denying him all of the credit. 
Christopher Columbus may not have been 
a good man, but he may not have been the 
bad man that revisionists have made him 
out to be. Regardless, Columbus was the 
first of numerous Italians to venture across 
the unknown of the Atlantic and discover a 
New World. That is our heritage and that is 
what we owe to Columbus.

Discovering a new continent, he 
changed the map of the earth and the 
course of civilization… Few men in his-
tory have changed the world as Christo-
pher Columbus did when he sailed into 
the perilous and vast Atlantic Ocean. 
While seeking the island of Cipango 
and the mainland of Cathay, Columbus 
discovered so much more, changing the 
course of American history. Through 
extraordinary persistence and courage, 
Columbus discovered a new world, a 
continent that would ultimately change 
the lives of many. Despite the renowned 
link to his name, Columbus remains an 
elusive and mysterious man. Dr. Mario 
Di Giovanni, with passionate and clear 
words, reveals the story of Christopher 
Columbus. Following his Admiral on 
four voyages across the Ocean Sea, 
Giovanni marks the events that the re-
count the exploits and legacy of the best 
sailor in the world.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS: 
His Life and Discoveries

 About the Author

Dr. Di Giovanni was a man of con-
siderable public involvement, taking an 
active part in humanitarian, cultural and 
social activities. With Angelo Lupo and 
Santino Vasquez, he was instrumental 
in bringing to the west coast “UNICO 
National,” the largest Italian-American 
service club to the United States. In 
1962, he became national president; 
the first from a western state. 

In the 1970’s, he was among the 
first to join Father Luigi Donanzan in the 
campaign to erect Casa Italiana Cultural 
Center and Villa Scalabrini Retirement 
Center. In 1979, he became the first 
elected president of the Villa Scalabrini 
Council. He was also active within the 
Federated Italo-Americans of Southern 
California, the confederation of all 
Italian organizations in Los Angeles, 
becoming its president in 1981. In 1982 
he received the “Federated Man of the 
Year Award.” Other public recognitions 
include the UNICO “Vastola Award” in 
1972 and the “Commander Award” 
from the Republic of Italy in 1982. 

In January 1980, while conducting a 
meeting of the Villa Scalabrini Council, 
he suffered his first heart attack. It was 
after such a shocking event, forced as 
he was to further reduce his work that 
Dr. Mario Di Giovanni began, in ear-
nest, to write his book on Columbus. 
He methodically organized the mate-
rial he had been collecting throughout 
the years. It was as if he sensed that he 
had very little time left. Thus this book 
is truly a work of love and sacrifice. But 
for the sad event of January 1980 and 
his decision to hurry on with his elected 
task, the world might not have known 
that Dr. Mario Di Giovanni was “an 
expert on Columbus,” as the Book of 
Buffs, World Almanac lists him. 

Dr. Di Giovanni died on July 21, 
1986, his last task not quite com-
plete. Christopher Columbus-His Life 
and Discoveries first saw the light of 
day in 1991, thanks to the initiative of 
“Columbus Explorers, Inc.”

Celebrating Columbus Day
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SADDLE BROOK, NJ

(Left) On Saturday, October 6th, our 
Chapter celebrated Columbus Day with a 
ceremony in honor of the Great Navigator 
at our UNICO Park on Welcome Road. We 
thank Mayor Robert White for his atten-
dance at the event. We also want to thank 
Council members, Todd Accomando and 
Andrew Cimiluca, who are also members 
of UNICO for their attendance also.

PITTSFIELD, MA

The Pittsfield chapter celebrated 
Columbus Day by holding its annual 
“Taste of Italy” dinner. The event was 
chaired by Larry Salvatore who was 
supported by many chapter volunteers 
who worked all day in the kitchen to 
make this event the success it usually 
is. The event was attended by over 200 
people who were treated to a gourmet 
Italian dinner.

The “Taste of Italy” offerings were 
preceded by the diners tasting anti-
pasto and bread with dipping oil and 
anchovies at their table. The buffet meal 
included risotto, roast pork, chicken 
parmigiana, polenta, eggplant parmigia-
na, pasta, meatballs, sausage and green 
salad. Desserts and coffee were served 
after the meal. During the course of the 
meal, everyone was treated to Italian 
music that was played during a video 
slide show of various cities and attrac-
tions in Italy. Proceeds from this event 
go into the scholarship and general 
charities accounts.

Everyone is seated and ready for their 
table to be called to go through the 
serving line.

Antipasto table being enjoyed by some 
of the diners.

Celebrating Columbus Day

Chapter VP-Mario Bartoli and UNICO 
friends Julie and Tom.

The Chapter’s Columbus Day float.

BRIDGEPORT, CT

On October 6th & 7th, the Bridgeport 
Chapter celebrated by placing a wreath 
at the Columbus statue at Seaside Park in 
Bridgeport.

The Chapter participated in the 110th 
Annual Columbus Day Parade. The float 
was sponsored by Arduini Construction; 
thanks to Dan Bartoli, Linda Arduini Nic-
cio, Santino, Sylvester, and Louis Gallucci. 

Finally, the Bridgeport Chapter will 
be celebrating its 90th Anniversary. 

TORRINGTON, CT

The Columbus Day Celebration was 
held Friday October 12th at Columbus 
Square with the lying of the wreath and 
guest speakers.  Followed by a ceremony 
at Coe Park - Civic Center, Torrington that 
included the raising of the Italian Flag 
and the National Anthem played by Chris 
Cogliano.  Presentation of a Citations from 
the State of CT by Michelle Cook, State 
Rep. and Mayor Elinor Carbone, were pre-
sented to to the Italian Mayor of the Day, 
Sam V. LaRocco, A signing of a Proclama-
tion by the Italian Mayor of the Day.  We 
a very fortunate to have with us as our 
special guest speaker Mark McEachern of 
the Torrington Historical Society. Enter-
tainment was provided Nutmeg Ballet 
Dancers, and Italian accordion music by 
Chris Cogliano for your listening pleasure. 
The celebration was attended  by 125 
community members.
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Celebrating Columbus Day

NUTLEY, NJ

UNICO National M&R Director Anthony 
Bengivenga speaking at the Nutley UNICO 
sponsored Columbus Day wreath laying 
at the Christopher Columbus statue at the 
Nutley, NJ Municipal Complex.

National M&R Director Anthony 
Bengivenga (Center) with Nutley (NJ) 
Chapter members marching in the 
Belleville-Nutley Columbus Day Parade on 
Oct. 7, 2018.

Past Eastern Governor Chair Al Focarino 
(center left) and National M&R Director 
Anthony Bengivenga (center right) pose 
with many Carabinieri (State Police) of 
Italy at the Nutley UNICO sponsored 
wreath laying ceremony at the Columbus 
statue at the Nutley NJ municipal grounds 
on Oct. 7, 2018.

Plainfields’ UNICO sponsored their an-
nual Columbus Day Ceremony and Flag 
raising on Oct. 8, 2018. L to R: Rev John 
Alvorado; Membership & Retention 
Director Anthony Bengivenga; Chapter 
President Bob Bengivenga; Diana Catone; 
Lucy Hudson; Debbie Boyle; NJ District X 
Gov. Geri Samuel.

Wreath Laying at the Hackensack Statue 
of Christopher Columbus

Hackensack Chapter members and 
dignitaries join UNICO National President 
Lee Norelli for the wreath laying at the 
Hackensack statue of Christopher Colum-
bus. The Hackensack chapter of UNICO 
held its 47th annual Columbus Day cer-
emony on Saturday, October 6, 2018. 

The event was held in Columbus Park 
and the Hackensack chapter presented 
the chapter’s “Distinguished Community 
Service Award” to city of Hackensack 
Mayor John P. Labrosse, jr.

The event was attended by UNICO 
National President Lee Norelli as well as 
many chapter members, city officials and 
dignitaries. The event was culminated 
with a wreath laying at the statue of 
Christopher Columbus.

Presentation of the chapter’s “Distinguished 
Community Service Award”. L to R: UNICO 
National President Lee Norelli, Honoree 
Mayor John P. Labrosse, Jr., Hackensack 
Chapter President Lucy Stamilla and 
UNICO National Columbus Day Chair 
Ralph Contini.

HACKENSACK, NJ

KEYSTONE, PA

UNICO National Scranton Chapter partici-
pants at the Columbus Day Parade.

UNION, NJ

Union Chapter President Joe Almeida 
(3rd from the right) led the Pledge of 
Allegiance at the Union County Tenth 
Annual Columbus Day Flag Raising. 

NUTLEY, NJ

Nutley NJ members marching in the 
NY Columbus Day Parade were Lorraine 
Kucinski, Phylis Coldebella, Marie So-
limo, Jim Penzaline and Bob Solimo.
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Celebrating Columbus Day

(Left) UNICO National President Lee 
Norelli with national officers at the an-
nual Columbus Day Parade in NY on 
Oct. 8, 2018. L-R: National M&R Director 
Anthony Bengivenga; Exec. Vice Pres. Dr. 
Frank DeFrank; 2nd Vice President Peter 
Pettinato; National President Lee Norelli; 
National Columbus Day Chairman Ralph 
Contini; 1st Vice President Steve Pelonero.

UNICO National President Lee Norelli with National officers at the UNICO Float at the 
annual Columbus Day parade in NY on Oct. 8, 2018.

NEW YORK, NY

Hackensack Chapter members and dignitaries join UNICO National President Lee Norelli 
for the wreath laying at the Hackensack statue of Christopher Columbus. L to R: Dr. 
Alfredo Masullo, Dr. Bernard Saccaro, Douglas Garofolo, Gaeton DiNapoli, Hackensack 
Deputy Mayor Kathy Canestrino, Honoree Mayor of Hackensack John P. Labrosse, 
Jr., Debbie Labrosse, UNICO National President Lee Norelli, Elide Marino, Chapter 
President Lucy Stamilla, Councilman David Simms, UNICO National Columbus Day 
Chair Ralph Contini, Anne Marie Saccaro, Richard D’Arminio, PNP, Maria-Rose Contini, 
Joseph Agresti, PNP and Councilwoman Stephanie Von Rudenborg.

HACKENSACK, NJ CLARK, NJ

National M&R Director Anthony 
Bengivenga; Union (NJ) Chapter Pres. 
Joe Almeida; and National Exec. Vice 
President Dr. Frank DeFrank enjoying 
some moments at the Clark (NJ) Chapters 
annual Italian Festival on Columbus Day 
weekend on the Clark Municipal Complex.

PARAMUS, NJ

Rich Conte, Joe Iula from the Paramus 
Chapter, DG; Lois Iula also from Paramus, 
Gerry Heytink from Westwood, & Ron 
Targrove from Ramsey, both  Past DG’s.

Members of District IX place flowers 
at the Christopher Columbus Monument 
in Paramus.
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Celebrating Columbus Day

Kneeling, from left, Alfredo Pisa and Mary DePalma. Back row, L to R: Carlo Pisa, 
Danny Ricardo, Stefanie Longo, Sylvia Tagert, Guy DePalma, Ann Summa, Silvio Mele, 
Melanie Naro, Bob Tagert, Joe DeAntona, Mary Mararra, Tom Carlucci, Terri Pettinato, 
Glenn Pettinato, Marilyn Vitali, Cathy Gerard, Valerie Riggi, Mary Lou Karliak, Jim Mack, 
Ann Marie Longo, Carol Scrimalli, Frances Malinowski, Carmen Scrimalli, Michele and 
Mark McDade, and Lackawanna County Commissioner Patrick M. O’Malley. 

Lackawanna County Groups Celebrate Columbus Day With Flag Raising

Principals from various Italian service clubs and organizations and Lackawanna 
County government raise the Italian flag in the plaza in front of the Courthouse in 
honor of Columbus Day and to celebrate October as Italian heritage and culture month 
in the community.

LACKAWANNA COUNTY

GREATER WESTFIELD, NJ

Standing L to R: Mark LoGrippo; Police 
Captain John Ricerca; Westfield Mayor 
Shelly Brindle; NJ Senator Tom Kean; 
Jim Monticello; Sandra Giordano; Greater 
Westfield Chapter Pres. Richard Esposito; 
Rev. Michael Saporito (Grand Marshal); 
Union Chapter President Joseph Almeida; 
Tony Valles; Carmela Juliano. Seated L to 
R: Robert Tarte; President Westfield IAC 
Rocco Bonomo; PNP Ann Walko.

Greater Westfield, NJ UNICO jointly 
sponsored the Westfield, NJ annual 
Columbus ceremony with the Westfield 
Italian American Club in downtown 
Westfield, NJ on Sept. 30, 2018. Guest 
speakers include NJ Senator, Westfield 
Mayor, Union County Freeholders, town 
and school officials, as well as UNICO 
officers. The UNICO officers and public 
Officials spoke of all the contributions 
that Italians and Italian Americans have 
made to our great country.

UNION, NJ

Union Chapter President Joe Almeida 
leads the Pledge of Allegiance at the 
Union County, NJ 10th annual Columbus 
Day ceremony and flag raising on Sept. 5, 
2018 at the Union County courthouse in 
Elizabeth, NJ. The event was attended by 
NJ District X officers and members and 
Union County officials.

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone Chapter UNICO members who marched in the NYC Parade this year.



FACT SHEET AND ATTRACTIONS

2019 UNICO NATIONAL
CONVENTION AND VACATION
AT THE GAYLORD OPRYLAND

NASHVILLE, TN

JULY 24TH TO JULY 28TH, 2019



•	 Five nights at the UNICO National Convention , Gaylord Opryland, July 23rd to July 28th, 2019

•	 Airfare to Nashville for two from any location

•	 Registration for two including Ice Breaker and Gala

•	 Or the winner’s choice in lieu of all the above, a $2,500 Visa Gift Card.

•	 All net proceeds will go to subsidize the good and charitable good works of the Convention. 

SUPPORT THE CONVENTION BY PURCHASING RAFFLE TICKETS
FOR GREAT PRIZES. TICKET DONATION $20, BOOK OF FIVE $100

2019 UNIC0 NATIONAL CONVENTION FACT SHEET

WHERE - Gaylord Opryland Hotel, Nashville, Tennessee

WHEN - Wed, July 24th to Sun, July 28, 2019

RATE - Room rate is $169 per night plus taxes. You can extend three days before-after at the 
same group rate. Included in the rate are amenities of the resort such as High speed in-room 
wireless internet access, Unlimited local and long distance calls, Daily scheduled shuttle 
service to Grand Ole Opry House, Opry Mills, General Jackson Showboat, The Inn at Opryland, 
Gaylord Springs Golf Links practice range, daily bucket of balls, Opry Mills Savings Passport 
worth hundreds of dollars in savings 

AIRFARE - You need to book your own.

REGISTRATION - Included is the Ice Breaker, Gala and two breakfasts. Estimated price is $350 
per person dependent on menu costs in 2019.

ENTERTAINMENT AND HOSPITALITY - In addition to top flight entertainment at the Ice Breaker 
and Gala, there will be two hospitality nights, Thursday and Friday, for all attendees. Time will 
be 9pm to 11pm. There will be various forms of entertainment, dessert, coffee, tea, ice cream, 
soft drinks, wine and beer.

ATTRACTIONS - Numerous. Please see attached.

HOTEL - Do you know that the Gaylord Opryland site is a lush 4.5 acre Delta atrium home to a 
quarter mile indoor river with flatboats. It features an extraordinary selection of dining venues, 
shopping and recreation options accented by more than nine acres of indoor gardens and 
sparkling waterways with a water park (separate admission) in progress. 
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•	 Airfare to Nashville for two from any location
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•	 All net proceeds will go to subsidize the good and charitable good works of the Convention. 
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same group rate. Included in the rate are amenities of the resort such as High speed in-room 
wireless internet access, Unlimited local and long distance calls, Daily scheduled shuttle 
service to Grand Ole Opry House, Opry Mills, General Jackson Showboat, The Inn at Opryland, 
Gaylord Springs Golf Links practice range, daily bucket of balls, Opry Mills Savings Passport 
worth hundreds of dollars in savings 

AIRFARE - You need to book your own.

REGISTRATION - Included is the Ice Breaker, Gala and two breakfasts. Estimated price is $350 
per person dependent on menu costs in 2019.

ENTERTAINMENT AND HOSPITALITY - In addition to top flight entertainment at the Ice Breaker 
and Gala, there will be two hospitality nights, Thursday and Friday, for all attendees. Time will 
be 9pm to 11pm. There will be various forms of entertainment, dessert, coffee, tea, ice cream, 
soft drinks, wine and beer.

ATTRACTIONS - Numerous. Please see attached.

HOTEL - Do you know that the Gaylord Opryland site is a lush 4.5 acre Delta atrium home to a 
quarter mile indoor river with flatboats. It features an extraordinary selection of dining venues, 
shopping and recreation options accented by more than nine acres of indoor gardens and 
sparkling waterways with a water park (separate admission) in progress. 
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COMUNICO RULES AND GUIDELINES

The following are ComUNICO Rules 
that must be strictly adhered to in 
order for a Chapter and/or a Commit-
tee’s submissions to be included in an 
issue of ComUNICO:

1. Each Chapter is limited to 300 words 
per issue. This includes the number of 
words in a column and captions.

2. The only titles to be included in 
captions are for National Officers and 
Chapter Presidents. Do not identify 
other Chapter Officers by title.

3. If more than 10 people appear in a 
picture, do not identify each of them.

4. Abbreviations are not to be used. The 
only title to be abbreviated is Vice Presi-
dent (VP).

5. All articles and captions are to be 
submitted in Times New Roman font, 
11 point font size and in black.

6. Photo File Name should be identifi-
able to the corresponding caption.

7. A Chapter is allowed a maximum 
of six pictures per issue for a regular 
event. 

8. All award recipients (ie. Scholar-
ship, Brian Piccolo) should be in-
cluded in one picture. Do not send 
multiple pictures from an event with 
one recipient per picture.

9. Only pictures attached to an e-mail 
will be accepted. Pictures embedded 
in an e-mail will be returned to the 
Chapter and not included.

10. All submissions should be sent to 
comUNICO@UNICO.org. Submissions 
sent to any other office e-mail address 
will not be included.

11. The deadline for submissions is 5:00 
PM on the designated day. 

12. Photos coming in after a holiday 
will not be included in the next issue, 
if deemed to be untimely. ComUNICO 
should reflect the current time of year.

13. Articles cannot contain copy 
righted materials. All articles must be 
original and completely written by the 
person  submitting the article. An ar-
ticle compiled from information that 
was cut and pasted from other sources 
is considered plagiarism. 

The following are ComUNICO Guide-
lines for a Chapter to follow:

1. Photos should be sent in landscape 
not portrait form.

2. Do not send in blurry pictures.

3. Review all submissions prior to 
sending for grammar and punctuation. 

News ComUNICO

Preserving its Italian origin and the quality of its recipes, PERNIGOTTI has been one of the
most appreciated icons of the Italian chocolate tradition since 1860.

ORDER FOR HOLIDAY 2018! 
888-335-4007  |   europeandeli.com

Gluten Free  |  NO Palm Oil
All-Natural Ingredients
Certified Kosher

imported exclusively by
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Members of the Wayne, NJ Chapter.

NJ DISTRICT IV

NJ District IV held their first meeting 
on Thursday, September 20th, which was 
hosted by the Wayne Chapter. NJ District 
IV Governor, Steve Calantone, had a nice 
turnout with 7 of the 10 chapters in his 
district in attendance: Bloomfield, Cedar 
Grove, Montclair, Passaic Valley, Pequan-
nock, Sparta and Wayne. Our UNICO 
National store with Lou and Celeste 
Pandolfi, were also there suggesting that 
everyone buy something that would help 
promote UNICO. The first district event 
coming up is on Sunday, December 2nd, 
which is their Annual Christmas Dinner 
for our Special Needs Recipients. Yes, 
we are looking forward to having Santa 
there also.

L-R: Steve Pelonero, National 1st Vice 
President; Carmen Gaita, John Morano 
and Past National President Joe Agresti.

Lou and Celeste Pandolfi selling promo-
tional items at the NJ District IV meeting.

Cedar Grove and Bloomfield Chapter 
Members.

Montclair Chapter Members.

KEARNY, NJ

Kearny Chapter attends Mass at St. 
Lucy’s Church

On October 15th, members of the Kearny 
Chapter and guests attended the sol-
emn Novena Mass for Italian-American 
Organizations at St. Lucy’s Church in 
Newark. At the conclusion of the Mass, 
members visited the Chapel and National 
Shrine of St. Gerard. 

L to R: Celeste Pandolfi, Lou Pandolfi and 
Pearl Yaszczemski.

NUTLEY, NJ

The Nutley, NJ Chapter opened its 
2018-19 activities with its “Christmas Eve 
in July” event chaired by Dan and Cathy 
Marucci on July 18 and its annual golf 
outing in August. The Christmas Eve in 
July event featured the traditional “Feast 
of the Seven Fishes”. The golf outing saw 
over 100 participants and earned in ex-
cess of $6,000 to be used for the awarding 
of scholarships in the spring of 2019. The 
winners were Jerard Conforti, Chris Mel-
one, Dennis Nadzain and Tony Orsano. 

The Chapter is bringing back a past 
president to chair each monthly dinner 
meeting this year. Gerard Tolve chaired 
the Sept. meeting which welcomed every-
one back for the new year; Marie Solimo 
handled the October meeting focusing on 
Italian Heritage and Dr. Frank Cocchiola, 
Jr. the Nov., meeting which recognized 
our military veterans. Phyllis Cold-
ebella will be our January chair and Tom 
Sposato in February.

Phyllis Coldebella put together our 
Italian Movie Night at the Nutley Public 
Library. The movie was “Mia Madre”. 
Debbie Bellucci chairs the annual Christ-
mas Party held on Dec. 11 this year. 

Nutley Past President, Bob Montanino, 
began his first year as District President. 

KEYSTONE, PA

Keystone UNICO Sponsors 
Flapjack Breakfast for Veteran’s at                       

Saint Francis Commons

Keystone UNICO sponsored a Flap-
jack Breakfast at Applebee’s Restaurant 
for the resident veterans at Saint Francis 
Commons and raised $1,562.36.  Frank 
and Mary Ann Coviello Co-Chaired this 
annual Keystone UNICO Fundraiser.
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Greater Tampa Bay, FL Chapter

The Greater Tampa Chapter held a 
Heritage event on Friday October 19, 2018 
at Joe & Sons Olive Oil Shop. Andrea the 
owner provided all the gourmet food and 
the venue. Andrea became a member that 
night as well. The Chapter gained some 
members that evening with the prospects 
of others that left interested. The Chapter 
was supported at their event by First Vice 
President Steve Pelonero, Membership 
and retention Director Anthony Bengiven-
ga, Executive Director Sal Benvenuti and 
National Office Manager and ComUNICO 
Editor Pat Pelonero.
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The Italian Students from the Point 
Pleasant Boro and Point Pleasant Beach, 
High Schools gave a presentation to 
the Chapter about regions of Italy and 
where their ancestors originated.

Point Pleasant Beach, NJ Chapter
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ROCKAWAY TWNSHP, NJ

On October 10th, our Rockaway 
Twp Chapter held our 4th Annual Golf 
Event to raise money to donate to help 
children with Autism. The outing was 
held at Crystal Springs Wild Turkey 
course starting with breakfast, a mid 
game lunch and a terrific Italian Buffet 
Dinner. Afterwards, our Golf Director 
Sal Simonetti awarded many golf team 
awards to winning teams, followed by 
a tricky tray drawing with many prizes 
and then a 50/50 drawing. It was a great 
time had by all. 

Past National President Rick D’Arminio 
golfing at our event!

Sal Simonetti, golf director.

QUEENSBORO, NY

On September 19th, Queensboro 
UNICO celebrated their 5th annual cigar 
night at Giando on the Water in Brooklyn, 
NY. Over 200 guests attended. 

Proceeds from the event were donated 
to the Veterans Gary Sinise Foundation to 
assist with veteran relief efforts. 

Frank Fabrico was honored for his 
outstanding service to the organization 
and our community over his many years 
with UNICO and has served as the chap-
ter president and board of director. Frank 
was awarded a beautiful glass desk plaque 
etched personally to detail. Congratula-
tions Frank!!!

Event Chairman Frank Fabrico and co-
Chairman Gaspare Mistretta as well as 
chapter board members and general 
members. 

HAZLETON, PA

Hazleton UNICO partnered with 
Hazleton Fire Co. to help send relief to 
the first responders who lost everything 
in Hurricane Sandy. 

PITTSFIELD, MA

Pittsfield Chapter Brian Piccolo Award 
Ceremony L to R: Paul Procopio (Selection 
Committee Vice Chairman), Kevin Boino 
(guardian), Edwin Rodriguez (recipient) 
and Paul Capitanio (Selection Committee 
Vice Chairman).

Pittsfield Chapter Presents Brian          
Piccolo Award

The Pittsfield chapter presented this 
year’s Brian Piccolo award to Edwin 
Rodriguez. This award is presented 
annually to the most outstanding high 
school football player in the City of 
Pittsfield and is named after Brian Pic-
colo who was a Pittsfield native as well 
as a standout player for the Chicago 
Bears. The chapter selection committee, 
considered athletic ability on the football 
field as well as academics, leadership 
and community service as well as input 
from high school coaches in the search 
for the best candidate for this award. Ed-
win, who was a senior at Pittsfield High 
School, will be attending Framingham 
State College.

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NJ

New Point Pleasant Beach President 
Installs Members.

L-R: Bill Pollack, Chapter President Diane 
Grabowski, Evelyn Ingersoll, Mary Jane 
Luddy and Sal Di Mauro.
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L-R: Commissioner Patrick M. O’Malley, 
and Joe Guido, Louis and Chris DiMattio 
and Atty. Frank Castellano, LaFesta 
Committee members. 

Scranton members preparing the Porketta for their weekend sales.

“Good Works” by La Festa Scranton, PA

The LaFesta Italiana Committee was 
honored by the Lackawanna County 
Commissioners for its role in organizing 
the annual four-day late August/early 
September festival, which brings in 
thousands of visitors to our community 
and offers fine food, music and old-
world traditions to everyone who 
attends. 

Scranton Members working the coffee 
and Espresso booth.

Executive Vice President Dr. Frank De 
frank and Linda De Frank selling Italian Ice.

Scranton Members helping out in various booths over the 4 days of La Festa Italiana.

National President Lee Norelli pitching in 
at the Porketta stand.

Scranton member Louis Di Mattio, 
Scranton Chapter President Melanie Naro 
working the stand.

Scranton member Mary Marrara admiring 
Member Ashley Yando De Felice’s baby.
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L to R: Frank Tidona, PNP; Joan Tidona, 
National Scholarship Director; Genevieve 
Kacmarcik, Rutherford Social Service 
Director; Maureen Bigley, RCFP Board 
and Barbara Lipari Laborim. 

L to R: Nurse/volunteer Rhona Prescott, 
Immanuel Shelter Executive Director 
Meghan Fox and UNICO Rehoboth Area 
Outreach Chairperson-Joan Boraski.

Grant Presentations

Foundation Trustee and National 
Secretary Francine Nido presented Sue 
Pronovost, Executive Director of Brass 
City Harvest of Waterbury, CT with a 
$1,000 check that was awarded from 
the Ralph Torraco Food Bank/Shelter 
Fund. The funding will be used to 
advance Brass City Harvest’s mission to 
encourage self-sufficiency and healthy 
lifestyle choices for low-income, at-
risk populations through collaborative 
partnerships, supportive services, 
and a sustainable community food 
system. Brass City Harvest is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit urban agricultural organization 
that makes fresh food accessible to 
community residents. To learn more, 
visit brasscityharvestwtby.org.

Check for $1000 awarded to 
Immanuel Shelter, Nassau, DE. which 
operates a Code Purple Shelter providing 
a safe place to sleep, shower, do wash 
and receive a home-cooked meal during 
the cold winter months.

L to R: Bob Gynn, District Governor NJ 
one; Vince Damato, Volunteer; Deacon 
Bill, spiritual advisor; and Victor Damato, 
Trustee Point Pleasant Beach Chapter.

UNICO National presents a check for 
$500 to St. Vincent De Paul Society Food 
Pantry of St. Mary of the Lake Parish in 
Lakewood, NJ.

Point Pleasant chapter presents St. 
Vincent DePaul Society Food Pantry a 
check from UNICO National. 

Francine Nido presents a check to 
the Brass City Harvest Mobile Farmers 
Market from National. 

L to R: Nanine Gramigna, Keystone 
Chapter President; Sylvia Tagert, Equines 
for Freedom; Barbara Lipari Laborim, 
Chair and Michele McDade, Geraldine R. 
Lipari Mental Health Committee.

UNICO National donates $3,000 
to Equines for Freedom – a nonprofit 
organization treating active and former 
military personnel who are experiencing 
PTSD. 

The Orange West Orange Chapter 
presented the check from UNICO 
National.

John Di Napoli, Frank De Maio, Sharon 
Carr, Father Tom ReKiel and Anne Platoff.

Grant Requests to the 
UNICO Foundation 

should be submitted to the: 
UNICO National Office

271 US Highway 46 West, 
Suite F-103, 

Fairfield, New Jersey 07004
Due by January 2, 2019 

All submissions by that date will be reviewed 
at the Mid-Year Board meeting in Orlando, FL.



UNICO National November 2018 53

NewsComUNICO

ROCKAWAY TWNSHP, NJ

L-R: Chapter Secretary Judi Ricucci, 
1st VP Lydia Dimarcantonio, EVP Ralph 
Dimarcantonio, Chaplain Pat Ricucci, 
President Matt Mustachio and 2nd VP 
Judy Mustachio

Since the last issue of ComUnico, our 
Rockaway Township Chapter has been 
involved in many activities.

In August, our RT Chapter members 
gathered to make 100 meals to donate 
to Project Kind to feed homeless people 
near Penn Station in Newark. In addi-
tion, we are currently gathering clothes 
to donate to help these needy people 
stay warm in the coming months. 

Also in August, many of our mem-
bers participated in the Miss Lotta Ital-
ian Dinner Cruise on Lake Hopatcong. 
The two hour cruise around the Lake 
was a lot of fun, and the Italian food 
was excellent! We highly recommend 
other Chapters to try this.

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NJ

New Member Induction 

Point Pleasant Beach Chapter hosted 
a Wine Tasting for members and pro-
spective guests at The White Sands 
resort recently.

New officers were installed by 
DG NJ1 Bob Gynn and several guests 
inquired about membership in UNICO 
National. The Wine Tasting was funded 
in part by The Chiaia family owners of 
the White Sands and charter members 
of this chapter. A presentation was 
given by Maria Whelan on the impor-
tance of attending National Conven-
tions and events and she passed out 
fliers about Nashville 2019 provided by 
Paul Alongi.

 Also a tribute was given to outgoing 
Chapter President Bob Gynn where he 
received his DG pin and a UNICO hat 
along with a scrapbook of all Bob’s ac-
complishments put together by member 
Diane Rollman. Everyone wore name 
tags and were able to socialize and sign 
up for the various committees and char-
ities planned by new Chapter President 
Diane Grabowski.

John Porta and Linda Brema sampling 
Italian wines at Point Pleasant Beach 
Open House.

Charter members Frank and Cathie Chiaia 
enjoy evening with Dominick Fiumano 
with guest Patti and Evelyn Cottone.

Past DG Grace Gynn presents outgoing 
Chapter President Bob Gynn with gifts 
from Victor Damato and Diane Rollman.

MONTCLAIR UNIVERSITY

L to R: PNP Joe Agresti (UNICO & the 
Coccia Foundation); Vincenza Amabile 
& Kristine Massari (Orange-West Orange 
Chapter); Pat Pelonero, Office Manager; 
Sal Benvenuti, Executive Director; 
Anthony Bengivenga, Membership & 
Retention Director.

UNICO was well represented at 
Montclair University’s annual Teaching 
Italian Symposium & Workshops on Oct 
26, 2018. This year’s theme was Art at 
the Core of Language Curriculum. The 
all day symposium was co-sponsored by 
the Coccia Institute & UNICO chapters. 
Italian teachers from many states & also 
from Italy attended.

The Welcoming Committee of the Montclair 
University’s Teaching Italian Symposium 
greets UNICO National Membership & 
Retention Director, Anthony Bengivenga , 
who was the first guest to arrive.

The Deadline for the 
January 2019 issue of 

ComUNICO is 
MONDAY, DEC 10TH

 Please send all submissions to: 
comUNICO@UNICO.org
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PURCHASE YOURS TODAY!
Contact the National Office

2019 HERITAGE & 
PHOTO CALENDAR

PEQUANNOCK, NJ

National officers.

A Pequannock, NJ event in town on 
Saturday, September, 15 2018

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD, NJ

Seated L-R: Scotch Plains, NJ Mayor Al 
Smith; PNP Dr. Ann Walko; Henry Varriano 
(Clark Chapter). Standing L-R: Ralph 
Bernardo (Clark Chapter); Membership & 
Retention Director Anthony Bengivenga; 
Robert Tarte (Greater Westfield Chapter).

District X Officers at the Scotch Plains/
Fanwood UNICO sponsored Italian 
Feast on Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018 at St 
Barts Roman Catholic Church grounds.

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

Our ACES served Italian Ices at St. Joe’s 
HS Back to School Night as a service to 
school parents on behalf of our UNICO 
Chapter.

SCRANTON, PA

UNICO National Scranton Chapter is 
proud to announce Frank Blasi, Esq. the 
2018 Vastola Award Winner. 
The Dr. Anthony P. Vastola 
Award is the highest and 
most meritorious award that 
UNICO National may bestow 
on any UNICAN. 

Frank T. Blasi was born 
in Scranton. He is the oldest 
child of Frank J. and Rose 
Gatti Blasi. Frank has one 
sister, Annette Blasi-Strubeck 
and a nephew Alex. 

Frank joined the Scran-
ton Chapter of UNICO in 1995, became 
active, chaired several committees 
and served as Chapter President for 
two terms and received the Chap-
ter’s “UNICAN of the Year” Award. 
On a National basis, Frank serves as 
a Trustee for the UNICO Foundation 
but may be best known for his service 
to the organization as National Legal 
Counsel from 2007 to 2018. During that 
time, he wrote countless amendments, 
penned many letters, reviewed con-
tracts, created proclamations and legal 
announcements and chaired a Special 
Constitutional Reading and Amend-
ment Meeting in Kansas City in 2011 in 
which over twenty amendments were 
created and accepted. An avid sup-

porter of UNICO National activities, 
Frank is dedicated to his Italian Ameri-

can heritage and has donated 
to many causes including 
the 21st Century Fund, Ital-
ian American Museum and 
NIAF events. 

At the convention Frank 
remembered Al Dante, Scran-
ton, and Anthony Fornelli, 
Chicago, Frank’s mentors in 
UNICO who had won the 
Vastola Award. In his speech, 
Frank remarked how tremen-
dously honored he is to be 

the recipient of this same award, and he 
expressed his appreciation to both men 
and commented on how reverentially Al 
spoke of the award. Frank thanked Dr. 
Vastola who created UNICO in 1922 “for 
creating an organization that brought 
me into contact with so many lifelong 
friends and supporters” says Frank. 
“Thank you to Chris DiMattio and the 
Scranton Chapter for the nomination. I 
feel honored to be a part of the Scran-
ton Chapter and to have their support 
in nominating me for the award” said 
Frank. Frank continued, “Thank you to 
my family Mom, Dad, Annette, and Alex. 
My family made me into the person I 
am today and that they all deserved the 
award before I did.”

ROCKAWAY TWNSHP, NJ

In mid-August, we received the sad 
news that one of our Chapter members 
and town Mayor, Michael Dachisen, 
passed away. He was a Charter mem-
ber, very active in our Chapter, and is 
missed by all. 
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NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL — (1X) 
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Car-
mel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my neces-
sity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me herein you are my mother. Oh 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of 
Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity. There are 
none that can withstand your power. 
Oh show me herein you are my mother. 
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse to thee. (3X) 
Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands. (3X) Holy Spirit, you who solve 
all problems, light all roads so that I can 
attain my goal, you who gave me the 
divine gift to forgive and forget all evil 
against me and that in all instances in 
my life you are with me, I want in this 
short prayer to thank you for all things 
as you confirm once again that I never 
want to be separated from you in eternal 
glory. Thank you for your mercy toward 
me and mine. (Say this prayer three con-
secutive days and after three days, your 
request will be granted. Publication 
must be promised.)

SA, IPP, JCS, VAH, CO, AD, SLP, 
IZ, JFM, FP. SMG, JRD, EG, JG, JP, 
JGR, JP, MR, SCM, JD, CJN, JCS, 

JP, unknown, RV, JP, JRD

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin

TO OFFER A PRAYER TO THE BLESSED 
MOTHER send a Check for $20, made out 

to UNICO and your initials to:
ComUNICO Prayer

271 US Highway 46 West 
Suite F-103

Fairfield, NJ 07004 

CARBONDALE, PA

New Member Induction

Chapter President Terri Pettinato 
inducts new member Ann Murnock, as 
her sister, who sponsored Ms. Murn-
ock, member Mary Gigliotti Monahan, 
proudly looks on.

GREATER TAMPA BAY, FL

Greater Tampa Bay Chapter mem-
bers & National Officers at their Italian 
Heritage Event & Membership Drive at 
Joe & Sons Olive Oils in Tampa, FL on 
Oct 19, 2018.

Membership & Retention Director Anthony 
Bengivenga and UNICO National 1st Vice 
President Steve Pelonero pinpoint the 
villages of their ancestors on the map of 
Italy as Chapter Vice Pres., Tom Beck and 
Office Mgr., Pat Pelonero look on.

L to R: Membership & Retention Director, 
Anthony Bengivenga; FL District 
Governor, Frank LoRe; Chapter President, 
Mike Salierno; National 1st Vice President, 
Steve Pelonero.

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD, NJ

Scotch Plains/Fanwood chapters host-
ed an Italian Heritage Afternoon on Sat-
urday, Oct. 20, 2018 at St. Bartholomew’s 
Academy in Scotch Plains NJ.

L to R: National President Lee Norelli; 
Ryan Samuel; NJ District X Gov., Geri 
Samuel; Jeff Blanck; Paul Raphael; Pat 
Harrington; Membership & Retention 
Director, Anthony Bengivenga.

At the Scotch Plains/Fanwood 
Chapter’s Italian Heritage Afternoon. L 
to R: Committee Chair Jeff Blanck; Sal 
Ingallina; NJ District X Gov Geri Samuel; 
Ryan Samuel; Pat Harrington

POINT PLEASENT BEACH, NJ

Point Pleasant Youth Members help 
with Chapter Clothing Drive.



SHARE YOUR ENTHUSIASM! 
 

 Join Us Today!
UNICO National is the largest Ital-
ian American Organization in Amer-
ica.  With over 125 local Chapters in 
20 states, with more being formed, 
we have an unparalleled track record 
of giving that dates back to 1922. 
 
Through the UNICO Foundation 
we donated annually to cancer and 
Cooley’s anemia research, mental 
health initiatives, and scholarships.  
 
Through our many National Award Com-
mittees we present awards in sciences, 
military services, athletics, and literature. 
 
Through our Anti-Bias Committee we 
promote positive images of Italian Amer-
icans and battle negative stereotypes. 
 
Through our local Chapters, we pro-
vide countless volunteer hours and 
support worthy causes of all sorts. 
 
If you are looking to celebrate your 
heritage, serve your community and 
build lifelong friendships, UNICO 
National is the organization for you!  
 

visit www.UNICO.org
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Animal House 
 
 

Lions, tigers and bears, oh my! Vicenzan fine jeweler Roberto 

Coin has handcrafted a remarkable line of whimsical jewelry. The 

Animalier collection features countless creatures brought to life 

with the precise placement of fine-cut diamonds, sapphires, 

tourmalines, emeralds, rubies and other precious stones. Each 

piece also contains Coin’s signature touch — a small ruby cast 

inside the setting so that it comes in direct contact with the 

wearer’s skin. It’s Coin’s way of bidding, “buona fortuna!” to his 

clients. Prices range from $20,000 to $100,000. 
 

us.robertocoin.com 
 

 
“Fashion is changeable. It is whimsical. Style is not.  

Style is part of us, of our life, in every moment  
and every expression.”  

— ROBERTO COIN 



PERFECT PAIRING 
Italy’s Francesco Molinari, perhaps the greatest Italian golfer 
of all time, propelled Europe to victory in the 2018 Ryder Cup, 
becoming the first European to win five straight matches, four 
of which came with his English golf partner Tommy Fleet-
wood. The winning duo has been dubbed “Moliwood.” Moli-
nari’s solo win in his 5th match gave Europe the 14-½ points 
it needed to best the U.S. in the tournament.

TURBULENCE AHEAD 
Alitalia, Italy’s flagship airline, is once again looking for a new 
owner. The Italian government is working on an extension of 
a $1billion loan to the bankrupt enterprise to provide more 
time to find a buyer. The loan currently comes due on Dec. 15. 
Alitalia was put under “special administration” last year after 
workers rejected a rescue package that would have cut costs. 
The airline has been hurt by the rise of low-cost air carriers 
as well as high-speed rail travel that has cut the travel time 
on the key Milan-Rome route to only three hours.

BEER FRONTIERS 
Having long ago mastered wine, Italians are now turning their creative energies 
toward beer. With trademark flourish, they’ve gone beyond traditional beers and 
are also making spreadable beer and beer made from “thin air.” The spreadable 
beer, made by the DieciNove brewery in Umbria, is billed as pairing perfectly with 
cheese, charcuterie and desserts, and is available in the U.S. through Bello di 
Mamma Gourmet Inc. Meanwhile, the Birra Flea microbrewery is claiming to pro-
duce the first beer in the world to draw its core ingredient, water, from condensed 
air. The beer is known as Sans Papiers-Biere de l’air. It is also produced in Umbria.

FETCHING ACCENT 
The Independent, a leading British newspaper, polled 
1,000 people to determine the most attractive accent in 
Europe and Italy’s received a full 25 percent of those votes, 
placing it No. 1 in the rankings. Rounding out the top 5 ac-
cents are French, Irish, Spanish and Swedish. Subsequent 
research established that an Italian accent sounds “roman-
tic,” “sexy,” “melodious and sweet” and “like poetry.” 
Dante would be proud … and apparently Casanova as well!

Panorama ITALIA
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DANGEROUS DEBT 
Global markets were rattled recently by an Italian government announcement that its forth-
coming budget includes significantly greater spending than previously planned. Italy already 
has the largest debt in the European Union at 2.3 trillion euro. The government is attempting 
to make good on campaign pledges to reduce the retirement age and increase spending on 
infrastructure and welfare, including implementing a 780-euro-per-month guaranteed in-
come for all Italian residents living below the poverty line. Critics have said the projected 
spending is unsustainable and in violation of EU rules mandating that accumulated debt 
should be no more than 60 percent of GDP. Italy already has more than twice that amount.

HELPING HAND 
It’s only natural that a country famous for its hand gestures should produce 
the first tactile “bionic hand” that imitates neurons and provides a sense 
of feeling. The hand was developed at the Istituto di BioRobotica of the 
Scuola Sant’Anna in Pisa and bestowed upon Loretana Puglisi of Sicily, who 
had lost her left hand. The high-tech appendage replicates the chorus of 
signals that go from the tips of one’s fingers to the brain. Upon being fitted 
with the hand, Puglisi said, “I felt an extremely natural feeling that I had 
not felt for two and a half years.”

ENDANGERED SPECIES 
The Vespa, the iconic Italian motor scooter that was a symbol of Italian postwar pros-
perity and independence, is in trouble as cities seek to reduce pollution. Genoa, the 
very birthplace of Vespa’s creator Rinaldo Piaggio, attempted to ban all scooters built 
before 1999 from entering the city between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. The resulting uproar from 
Vespa owners forced the city to back down, but the city’s new mayor is threatening to 
resurrect similar proposals. Paris has already banned all pre-2000 motorbikes and 
scooters from the city center during the day, and earlier this year, Amsterdam banned 
pre-2011 models from certain city zones.

WINNING WINES 
A survey of 4,000 American wine consumers conducted by 
Wine Intelligence demonstrated that Italian wines are the 
most popular imported wines in the United States. Seventy-
seven percent of those surveyed said they were familiar with 
Italian wines. Thirty-eight percent of the respondents stated 
that they had purchased Italian wines. French wines came in 
next with 75 percent and 31 percent, respectively. According 
to the survey, Californian wines remain the most popular with 
U.S. consumers.

PanoramaITALIA
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Books REVIEWS

: : 

I was drunk with my newfound signifi-
cance. Suddenly, I wasn’t the weird 
Italian kid who spent all his after-
school free time with his elderly grand-
parents in their Blue Island “ghetto” 
instead of the stale upper-middle-class 
confines of this Oak Forest suburbia. 
For a brief moment, I wasn’t the little 
boy with the peculiar mom and dad 
who couldn’t speak proper English, 
who owned a beauty shop and brought 
their kid sloppy lunches in oil-stained 
paper sacks. 
 
No, I was the tough kid. The most dan-
gerous kid in school, in fact. In all of 
Oak Forest, even. And if Oak Forest 
had been any closer to Chicago than 
the twenty miles away it was, perhaps 
the mayor would have thrown a parade 
down State Street in my honor. 
During my first-period math class, I 
flexed my fists, silently studying them, 
trying to take in the reality that these 
two bruised, balled up hands had be-
come my ticket to respect and power. 
I took this lesson to heart, absorbing it 
in every fiber of every muscle in my 
body. It would end up serving me in the 
years to come as I would help build one 
of America’s most violent homegrown 
terror organizations. 

WHITE AMERICAN YOUTH:  
MY DESCENT INTO AMERICA’S MOST VIOLENT 

HATE MOVEMENT — AND HOW I GOT OUT 
by Christian Picciolini 

  
■ PAGES: 304  

■ COST: $15.99 (PAPERBACK) 

■ ISBN:978-0-316-52290-8 

■ BUY: Amazon.com

   EXCERPT From the Book

Christian Picciolini wasn’t born a 
racist, but he became one. At the root of 
his racism was a fear of the unknown, 
and Picciolini tells us that it doesn’t take 
much for that fear to turn into an anger 
that fuels terrible acts. The key to under-
standing how an Italian-American kid 
learned to hate lies in the way he wasn’t 
taught to deal with 
the frustrations that 
every child faces as 
he or she grows from 
adolescence into 
adulthood. It doesn’t 
take much for a vic-
tim of racism to turn 
into a racist himself. 

Picciolini was 
born to Italian immi-
grants whose difficul-
ties in making the 
transition from immi-
grant to American 
kept them from un-
derstanding the world 
into which they were 
sending their son as 
they concentrated on 
pursuing the American dream. While 
they were busy building their beauty 
salon business, Christian’s identity was 
being forged by his negative encounters 
with classmates who taunted him about 
his differences. With a lucky punch, he 
turned the tables on a class bully who 
constantly threatened him. In the 
process, he changed the way his peers 
perceived him and learned that violence 
is one way to protect and defend yourself 
in a world that fears differences. 

As he moved from his grandparents’ 
care in a blue-collar neighborhood of 
Blue Island, Illinois, to his parents’ 
dream home in middle-class Oak Forest, 
Christian gains notoriety and power with 
his fists. While success in the classroom 
came easily, it wasn’t enough, so he looks 
elsewhere for a way to make sense of his 
own life. By the age of 14, he fell under 

 Lost   
     and found

by Fred Gardaphe

the influence of Chicago’s first Skin-
heads, who gave him a sense of belonging 
while teaching him to fight not only the 
establishment but also those whom the 
establishment suppresses. 

Surrounded by these formidable 
forces, Picciolini gathered like haters to 
build a revolution that connected disen-

chanted kids like him to 
the larger white su-
premacy movement that 
was growing in the 
1980s and ’90s. While he 
seemed bent on chang-
ing the world, he had his 
doubts: “It didn’t always 
go down so easily for me 
— the anxiety from the 
constant violence that 
existed twenty-four 
hours a day, the hateful 
ideology I programmed 
myself with to override 
the old-world values I 
had been raised on.” 

Had those “old-
world values” been rein-
forced through his 

education, had there been opportunities 
for the young boy to understand the his-
tory of his own ancestors, he just might 
have seen the arbitrary nature of racial 
differences and the false sense of entitle-
ment that comes with empowering white-
ness. 

Picciolini writes powerfully of the 
damage he caused and the pain he felt be-
fore he could reject his past and embrace 
a different future. This is not some wist-
ful apology for a misguided life or an “I 
found the light” confession. “White 
American Youth” is the story what goes 
on inside every kid who gets lost in a 
world of fear and finds his humanity by 
connecting to the very ones he once 
feared. It confronts the reality of Ameri-
can racism that continues to wreak havoc 
in our world today and shows us a way 
out. 

▲  CHRISTIAN PICCIOLINI
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MusicREVIEWS

There has been a resurgence of live 
musical broadcasts in the past five years, 
and from “The Sound of Music” to “Jesus 
Christ Superstar,” NBC has led the way. 
It’s no great surprise, considering the net-
work’s trailblazing history in radio and 
television. While NBC may not hold the 
title for the first live musical broadcast, it 
made history — and a lasting holiday tra-
dition — with the first opera specifically 
composed for television: “Amahl and the 
Night Visitors” by Italian-American com-
poser Gian Carlo 
Menotti. 

Born in Cadegliano 
near the Italian-Swiss 
border, Gian Carlo 
Menotti (1911-2007) 
was the sixth of eight 
children born to Al-
fonso and Ines Menotti, 
a successful business-
man and a talented am-
ateur musician. His 
mother was a great in-
fluence on the young 
Menotti, who had already composed two 
operas when he enrolled in the Milan 
Conservatory at 13. Following the advice 
of the great Italian conductor Arturo 
Toscanini, Ines Menotti brought her son 
to America to enroll in the Curtis Insti-
tute of Music in Philadelphia in 1928. 
There he studied under Italian violinist 
and composer Rosario Scalero with such 
future-famous classmates as Leonard 
Bernstein and Samuel Barber. 

Menotti’s first opera “Amelia al 
ballo” (Amelia Goes to the Ball) earned 
him high honors at Curtis along with his 
debut at the Metropolitan Opera and 
caught the eye of NBC, which commis-
sioned Menotti to write an opera specifi-
cally for radio broadcast — the first of its 
kind. “The Old Maid and the Thief,” a 
comedic opera in one act, Menotti’s first 
opera in English, aired in April 1939 and 
was enthusiastically received. 

When NBC commissioned Menotti to 

compose another opera, this time for live 
television, he initially had trouble find-
ing a subject. Then one day while walk-
ing through the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, he came across Hieronymus Bosch’s 
triptych, the “Adoration of the Magi.” 
Flooded with memories of his childhood 
in Italy where the Three Kings — not 
Santa Claus — brought presents to chil-
dren, he set to work writing “Amahl” just 
weeks before the scheduled broadcast. 

The result was a 45-minute children’s 
opera that warmed the 
hearts of roughly 5 million 
Americans on Christmas 
Eve 1951. The show opens 
with Amahl, a rambunc-
tious young boy who 
walks with a crutch, play-
ing outside his humble 
home with the star of 
Bethlehem shining in the 
distance. When his mother 
calls him inside and 
Amahl tells her of the star, 
she doesn’t believe him, 

until the Three Magi turn up at their 
doorstep. Welcomed inside, they show 
the pair the gifts they’ve brought, and tell 
the tale of the child they are traveling to 
meet. In the end, Amahl’s selfless offering 
of his crutch as a gift to the child moves 
the Kings, and his leg is miraculously 
healed. 

The landmark event was such a suc-
cess that NBC broadcast it yearly on 
Christmas Eve until 1966, mostly live, 
and then pre-recorded beginning in 1963. 
A dispute between Menotti and NBC put 
the broadcasts on hold in 1966, but by 
1978 they had reconciled, and a new pro-
duction of “Amahl,” partially recorded 
on location in the Middle East, aired that 
year. Thanks to its timeless story, the ac-
cessible length of the production, and the 
relative ease of the beautiful music, 
“Amahl and the Night Visitors” remains 
one of the most performed operas in the 
history of the genre. 

Groundbreaking   
performance

by Arielle Basile

Gian Carlo Menotti has been de-
scribed as a follower of Puccini, but 
in a 2001 interview with NPR, 
Menotti explained his style a little dif-
ferently. “My idea is to attain what I 
call the divine simplicity of Schubert. 
I came nearest to that, I think, in the 
music of ‘Amahl.’” Written specifi-
cally as a children’s opera, the music 
of “Amahl” is tonal, relatively uncom-
plicated, and jam-packed with charm 
and memorable melodies. The story 
shifts quickly through songs to main-
tain the attention of children, with the 
notable exception of the beautiful 
quartet between the Magi and the 
mother describing the Christ Child. 
The uncomplicated writing is a main 
factor in “Amahl’s” longevity and can 
be performed by amateurs, schools, 
and community groups by a small 
cast with relative ease. The role of 
Amahl is to be sung by a boy so-
prano. Chet Allen was only 12 when 
the opera premiered. 

 
While no official video recording 

of the original 1951 telecast was ever 
released to the public, bootlegged 
versions (including Menotti’s intro-
ductory speech) can be found on 
YouTube. The studio recording of the 
original cast conducted by Thomas 
Schippers is available on Amazon 
Streaming. If visual clarity is what 
you crave, the 1955 telecast can be 
streamed in high quality — as high 
quality as kinescope can be — on 
Prime Video as well. 

AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS 
Music and Libretto by Gian Carlo Menotti
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NewsmakersPEOPLE

utes,” she says. “I always tell people if 
you have certain staples in your three 
‘pantries’ — your freezer, refrigerator and 
dry goods pantry — you’ll always have 
something for dinner.” 

And just like that she’s off. Even 
without the studio lights and cameras, or 
the rapt audiences that flock to the 
dozens of cooking demonstrations and 
appearances she participates in annually, 
Esposito launches into her pitch with the 
passion of a tent revival preacher ready 
to evangelize in the name of Italian home 
cooking. 

“You have chickpeas in the pantry, a 
pound of pasta, a wedge of Parmigiana 
cheese, a lemon and some green beans. 
That’s dinner right there,” she says. 

As one might surmise, listening to 
Mary Ann Esposito for any length of time 
is a mouth-watering, stomach-growling 
proposition. A third-generation Italian 
American who learned the value of a 
good Italian meal from her grandmothers 
and mother, Esposito has been at this for 
30 years, and it shows. In addition to her 

Keeping the      
home fires 

burning

record-breaking TV success, she’s au-
thored a literal baker’s dozen of cook-
books, including her most recent release 
“Ciao Italia: My Lifelong Food Adven-
tures in Italy.” (For more, turn to p. 35)  

Released in November, Esposito’s lat-
est tome is a celebration of a country and 
a cuisine that still enchants her after all 
these decades. Right before the creation 
of her epochal show, Esposito and her 
husband traveled to Italy in 1989 to take 
some cooking classes. She already had a 
small catering company and was teach-
ing cooking part-time, so she headed for 
Sorrento to hone her skills.  

While there, Esposito fell in love 
with the land of her ancestors and re-
turned to America with a new sense of 
Italian identity and pride. Since then, 
she has returned to Italy regularly, both 
for work and for pleasure, keeping jour-
nals of her experiences and the delec-
table dishes she sampled. Her new book 
celebrates a lifetime spent in the pursuit 
of Italy’s many-splendored culinary her-
itage. 

“This has been a 30-year journey for 
me, and I’ve learned so much,” Esposito 
says. “In the pages of this book, I tell the 
stories of the people I met and the foods 
I’ve experienced and the culture that sur-
rounds the things that I saw. It’s been a 
rich experience for me, and I’m very 

Mary Ann Esposito is on a mission 
to get people back into the kitchen. Her 
message to would-be home chefs is a 
simple one: If you want to eat well, like a 
true Italian, pay attention to what’s in 
your pantry.  

As host of the na-
tionally televised “Ciao 
Italia,” the longest-run-
ning cooking show in 
television history with 
28 seasons and counting 
on public television, Es-
posito has done more to 
turn on audiences to the 
delights of regional Ital-
ian cuisine than any-
one. But it’s her 
personable and practi-
cal approach to cooking, 
along with an insatiable 
curiosity about all 
things Italian, that’s 
most responsible for her 
staying power. 

“I think this younger generation 
wants cleaner, closer-to-home food,” Es-
posito told La Voce in an exclusive inter-
view. “And that’s been the message of 
Italian cooking for eons. You eat what’s 
closest to you. That’s how ‘Italian 
recipes’ develop. They weren’t written 
down. It was what you had on hand.” 

On a random weekday evening you 
might not be able to whip up a Floren-
tine roast pork or Sicilian artichokes on 
short notice, but a well-stocked cupboard 
and a little advanced planning will never 
leave you reaching for salt- and fat-
packed processed foods, Esposito prom-
ises. 

“My mission with ‘Ciao Italia’ has al-
ways been to tell you by the time you get 
to the grocery store to buy a jar of RAGÙ, 
you could’ve made that sauce in 10 min-

by Jim Distasio

▲ MARY ANN ESPOSITO 
Host of the longest-running cooking 
show in television history, she is dedi-
cated to celebrating and preserving 
Italy’s rich culinary heritage.
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grateful for it.” 
Her TV show flowed organically out 

of that first life-changing trip, Esposito 
says. At the urging of her husband, she 
wrote up a proposal for a program focus-
ing on Italian regional fare and submitted 
it to the local public television station at 
the University of New Hampshire, which 
is near her home. This was when “there 
were two Italians in New Hampshire and 
no Italian food to speak of. It was a hard 
sell,” she says. Following a year of wait-
ing, Esposito shot a pilot and eventually 
the positive feedback from it led to a 13-
episode season for the local public televi-
sion station. By season two, PBS picked 
it up as a national show, and the rest is 
history. 

After nearly three decades in produc-
tion, her show is a well-oiled machine. 
Before heading off for Italy, Esposito gath-
ers with her crew in mid-June to record 
20 shows in 10 days. “Each one has a 
theme, with at least three different 
recipes per show. I have to keep in mind 
that many of these shows will air after 
several months, so I have to look at sea-
sonality of foods and traditions.”  

The remaining six of the 26 total 
shows that Esposito delivers to PBS an-
nually are shot on location, with at least 
two shows per season shot in Italy and 
another two dedicated to food picked 
from Esposito’s home garden in New 
Hampshire.  

These days Esposito says the biggest 
challenge is to keep things fresh, but 
thankfully Italy and its dishes remain a 
fertile and endless source of inspiration. 
As a former high school history teacher, 
Esposito instinctively uses “Ciao Italia” 
as a platform to educate her audience, 
not just about ingredients and techniques 
but also about the importance of keeping 
the culture of cooking alive.  

“One part of the mission of ‘Ciao 
Italia’ is to preserve these dishes,” she 
says. “There’s less and less cooking going 
on. The nonnas and zias of previous gen-
erations aren’t in the kitchen making 
lasagna and ziti and fettuccini anymore. 
This generation is busy trying to make 
ends meet. They don’t have time to cook. 
My show is there to keep those traditions 
alive.” 

Esposito’s website, 
www.ciaoitalia.com, does its part by 
hosting dozens of seasons worth of shows 
along with hundreds of video recipes, all 

of it available free of charge. 
Never one to rest on her laurels, Es-

posito established the Mary Ann Espos-
ito Foundation in 2007, which provides 
scholarships to culinary students who 
are serious about studying regional Ital-
ian cooking. It also is working toward 
what Esposito calls “an archaeology site 
of Italian foods,” an online library of 

recipes, stories and traditions that will 
keep the flame of Italian cooking burning 
brightly for future generations.  

“I remember what my mother said to 
me once when my career was taking off, 
‘Remember who put you where you are 
— the viewers and the people who be-
lieved in you,’” Esposito says. “The foun-
dation is my way of giving back.” 

… continued from page 63 …
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Let it snow!

“Only the Italian Alpini Corps is to be 
considered unbeaten on the Russian 
Front." 

Today, most Italian skiers are neither 
Olympians nor soldiers but ordinary citi-
zens who revel in the magnificence of 
some of the most popular and pictur-
esque ski resorts in the world. Among 
them are Val Gardena, Courmayeur, 
Cervinia, Madonna di Campiglio and 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, the latter of which 
hosted the 1956 Winter Olympics. 
Cortina was later joined in hosting the 
Winter Olympics by Torino, which 
served as the 2006 venue for the games. 

The appeal of the Italian ski resorts 
is not only the spectacular natural beauty 
of their settings but the style, charm and 
culture of the resort towns themselves.  
Here, Italians can enjoy the delights of 
superb winter foods such as polenta, fon-
duta Valdostana and canederli (bread 
dumplings) served in cozy little lodges 
known as “baite.” They can listen to an 
entire genre of alpine-inspired songs 
made to be sung by choral groups on 
long, cold nights.  And of course they 
can shop for some of the most fashion-
able ski attire to be found anywhere. 

While Italy is arguably more famous 
abroad for its beaches and warm weather 
destinations, the Italians themselves 
have long known their country offers 
more serene pleasures in the mountains 
and valleys that form the backdrop of the 
classic “Settimana Bianca.” 

 
 

by Robert Allegrini

lion behind the much larger United 
States. According to the Italian Na-
tional Olympic Committee, skiing is 
the fourth-most popular participatory 
sport in Italy after soccer, aquatic sports 
and gymnastics.  

Italy has produced some of the 
greatest Olympic alpine skiers of all 
time, including Gustavo Thoeni, Piero 

Gros, Deborah Compagnoni and of 
course Alberto “La Bomba” Tomba, 
who added a distinctive Italian flair to 
both skiing and the après skiing scene. 
Recently, Italian Olympians have begun 
to excel in cross county skiing and the 
biathlon as well.  

Rivaling the skiing talents of Italy’s 
Olympians are some of its soldiers from 
the elite corps known as the Alpini. 
Formed to protect Italy’s northern bor-
ders in 1872, the Alpini are the oldest 
active mountain infantry in the world. 
Trained to fight on skis, they helped 
Italy win World War I, which was 
fought high in the Dolomites, and they 
distinguished themselves in World War 
II in theaters such as Greece and Rus-
sia, earning the respect of their ene-
mies. Radio Moscow was heard to say, 

As winter descends, many Italians 
are pining for “settimana bianca” (liter-
ally white week), a euphemism for a holi-
day engaged in winter sports, usually on 
the ski slopes. Few countries are better 
positioned to provide such a week than 
Italy, fortified as it is by a crown of majes-
tic mountains on its northern border and 
another impressive range running down 
its spine that to-
gether comprise 
more than three-
quarters of the 
country’s territory. 
These ranges, the 
Alps and the Apen-
nines, respectively, 
have fostered an 
Italian affinity for 
skiing that goes 
back nearly a cen-
tury.  

It was the ski 
resort of Sestriere, 
in the province of 
Torino, that first 
enabled the Italian 
middle classes to 
enjoy skiing in great numbers. This com-
prehensive resort was developed in the 
early 1930s by Giovanni Agnelli, the 
head of FIAT, with the support of the gov-
ernment. The Fascists wanted an athletic 
Italy, and skiing was considered a mod-
ern, daring sport consistent with their 
outlook. The government therefore ex-
tended the highway from Milan and built 
a train station in Sestriere. The resort is 
credited with being the first of its kind in 
Europe. Other older ski destinations, 
such as those popular in Switzerland and 
Austria, were equally famous as summer 
resorts, but Sestriere was developed 
strictly with skiing in mind.  

The legacy of Sestriere, a popular ski 
resort to this day, is a nation of approxi-
mately 5 million skiers, which places 
Italians sixth in the world and only 3 mil-

▲ SETTIMANA BIANCA 
Italians may flock to the shores every Au-
gust, but for a week each winter, many 
embrace the mountains as their play-
ground.
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Once upon a time, there was a rich 
and powerful king who thought of noth-
ing else but expanding his empire and 
adding to his riches. Every time he jour-
neyed out of his kingdom and saw the 
unique and beautiful vistas of other 
provinces, he would say to himself: 

“Oh, come sarei felice se potessi 
avere quella provincia!” 

Which means, “Oh, how happy I 
would be if only that province were 
mine!” 

In this very same province, there 
was a mansion set in a beautiful grand 
garden. It had a dazzling white staircase 
leading to a portico lined with marble 
columns that flanked bronze doors with 
reliefs depicting events in Italian his-
tory. Inside, there were dozens of salons 
decorated with fine draperies and fur-
nished with elegant furniture and ex-
pensive oriental rugs. 

A very rich and powerful man, who 
was a guest at this mansion, said to him-
self: 

“Oh, come sarei felice se avessi 
questo palazzo!” 

Which means: “How happy I would 
be if only this mansion were mine!” 

In this mansion, the owner stood on 
one of her many balconies observing a 
group of children at play on her vast 
lawn. Struck by the beauty of one 
blonde boy in particular, the owner mur-
mured to herself: 

“Oh, se potessi avere un figlio come 
quello, come sarei felice!” 

Which means: “If only I could have 
a child like that one, how happy I 
would be!” 

Sunning himself on one of the mar-
ble steps of the mansion sat a yellow-
and-orange gatto, licking his paw and 
then washing his face with it. The 
young blonde boy watched, enchanted, 
as the cat cleaned himself, greatly 
amused. But as he went closer, thinking 
he might pet the animal, it sauntered 
away. As the boy followed, the cat 
picked up his pace, disappearing into 
one of the outbuildings, leaving the boy 
to think to himself: 

“Oh, come sarei felice se avessi quel 
micione!” 

Which means: “Oh, how happy I 
would be if only that big kitty were 
mine!” 

The building the cat went into was 
used as a larder. Instead of a plaster ceil-
ing, it had exposed “trave,” or joists, that 
traversed the space from one wall to the 

other and from which cheeses, salami, 
and prosciutti had been hung up to dry. 

There was another little creature in 
this place, a sorcio. His tiny mouth wa-
tering as he eyed an enormous, round 
provolone, the mouse thought to himself: 

“Oh, come sarei felice se avessi quel 
cacio!” 

Which means: “How happy I would 
be if only I could have that cheese!” 

Enraptured by his fantasia di formag-
gio, the mouse had no idea he was being 
eyed as hungrily by the crouching yel-
low-and-orange cat, who crept closer and 
closer. The very tip of his tail flicking in 
anticipation, the cat thought to himself: 

“Oh, se potessi acchiappare quello 
sorcio, come sarei felice!” 

Which means: “If only I was able to 
catch that mouse, how happy I would 
be!” 

All these wishes were expressed on 
the same day in Sicily, that of January 
fifth, the Eve of the Epiphany. It was 
also the very same day that the good 
witch, La Befana, discovered that, 
among her other amazing powers, she 
was aware of what all the humans and 
animals of the earth were wishing for. 

First and foremost, she discovered, 
each and every one wished for some 
form of happiness. 

On the spot, La Befana decided to 
try an experiment and give a select few 
the happiness they craved. As she cast 
about the world in search of recipients, 
her attention was drawn to the king, the 
rich man, the mansion owner, the blond 
boy, the orange-and-yellow cat and the 
mouse. 

And so, the piccolo sorcio was able 
to take the greatest leap of his life and 
fly up to the hanging provolone. He dug 
his little claws into the waxy covering 
and happily sank his little teeth into the 
cheese, chewing with the greatest of sat-
isfaction. 

His joy was short-lived (just as mice 
are short-lived), for soon the orange-
and-yellow cat got his wish. 

With the help of the powers be-
stowed by La Befana, the feline made an 
equally giant leap and batted the sorcio 
from the cheese with a swipe of his 
paw. In an instant, they fell to the 
ground, the mouse landing on his head 
and the cat safely on his feet. The sorcio 
did not survive, but he did die happy, 
intoxicated by his mouthful of cheese 
and completely unaware of what hit 
him. 

Then the hungry gatto got his wish 
and ate the mouse. 

As the cat delightedly consumed 
his prey, the blonde boy’s wish was ful-
filled. Entering through the open door 
without the cat noticing, he swept it off 
his feet and swiftly put it into a box. 

The child had barely closed the lid 
before another wish was granted, for he 
was whisked away from home and fam-
ily into the arms of the lady. Although 
her wish was granted, the lady soon 

Be careful what   

Enraptured by his 
fantasia di  formaggio,  
the mouse had no idea 
he was being eyed  
as hungri ly  by the 
crouching yel low- 
and-orange cat.
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  you wish for    
written by Lionel Bottari, illustrated by Jean Parisi

found herself homeless when her man-
sion was suddenly bought from under-
neath her by the rich and powerful man. 

The millionaire got his wish with 
the acquisition of the mansion, but this, 
too, turned sour. His wealth and influ-
ence were lost when the province was 
annexed by the neighboring empire in 
fulfillment of the king’s wish. The 
troops and administrators of the ma-
rauding king promptly seized the man-
sion and converted it into their 

headquarters. 
Outraged by this turn of events, the 

provincial population rose up in revolt 
against the king. Both the province and 
the annexing kingdom were badly dam-
aged in the long and bitter struggle that 
followed. 

La Befana looked down on these 
disasters and decided to never again 
give anyone what they thought would 
bring happiness, but only the simplest 

of gifts instead. 
An entire year went by. Now, the king 

was not only deposed but had become a 
hungry, ragged fugitive who barely kept 
ahead of the many enemies who were 
clamoring for his head. He said to himself: 

“Magari! Se potessi aver il mio regno 
ancora, come sarei felice!” 

Which means: “If only I could have 
my kingdom again, how happy I would 
be!” 

But when the hungry fugitive discov-
ered that La Befana had 

left him an orange and a few nuts the next 
morning, he felt boundless joy to have 
them. 

The millionaire, who had lost all his 
wealth in the upheaval, had become a beg-
gar. On the eve of that Epiphany, he 
thought to himself: 

“Se potessi diventare ricco ancora, 
come sarei felice!” 

Which means: “If I could become rich 

again, how happy I would be!” 
The next morning, he too was sur-

prised to find his humble gift of nuts 
and fruit. With the first taste of the or-
ange, he experienced a moment of pure 
happiness. 

The lady had spent all her savings 
so that she and the boy might survive 
the terrible conflict in their country. 
They had been fortunate enough to find 
shelter for a year in a small room in an 
ancient, run-down hotel. She thought to 
herself: 

“Se potessi avere il mio palazzo an-
cora, staremmo tutt’e due molto felici.” 

Which means: “If only I had my 
mansion again, we would both be so 
happy.” 

The morning of the Epiphany, she 
received an unusual gift. It was a 
scrap of paper that described where 
the blonde boy’s family might be 
found. 

She decided to take him there, 
where a joyous reunion took place. 
The lady’s heart filled with happi-
ness as she watched a big smile 
spread across the face of the child as 
he was reunited with his parents. 
His mother offered him an apple, 
left by La Befana, and for the rest of 
his days, he would remember eating 
that apple as one of the happiest mo-
ments of his life. 

The cat, who the boy had jeal-
ously kept trapped in the box for an 
entire year, thought to himself:   

“Se avessi la mia libertà, sarei il 
più felice gatto del mondo!” 

Which means: “If I just could 
have my freedom, I would be the 
happiest cat in the world!” 

Abandoned by the side of the 
road in his tiny prison, he soon got 
his wish, for that day it rained, which 
softened the box, allowing the cat to 
claw his way out. Overjoyed to be 
free, he went on to catch many mice, 

and even an occasional rat. None of that 
had anything to do with La Befana, as 
cats get their way more often than not. 

The mouse had lost his life, it’s true, 
but experienced true happiness when he 
got his wish and was able to fly through 
the air and take a bite out that glorious 
round of cheese. In that, he had a hap-
pier life than his countless brothers and 
sisters. 



my brothers’ hockey game, I no-
ticed a man walking toward me 
with a pair of white ice skates 
dangling from his hand. 

“Hey, kid,” he said, “do you 
want these skates? I’m giving my 
daughter a new pair for Christ-
mas. Do you have a sister you can 
give these to?” 

Actually, I did, but my new 
baby sister, Irene, was only a few 
months old. But given the “He’ll 
grow into it” philosophy that was 
already ingrained in me, I was 
smart enough to conclude that 
“She’ll grow into it” was an apt 
corollary. 

So I quickly replied, “Sure, 
my sis will love them!” 

“OK then, they’re all yours. 
Hope she likes them,” he said. 

Seeing the scene in my mind 
now, the expression on the man’s face as 
he handed me the skates made clear his 
satisfaction at turning surplus skates into 
a good deed. 

One of my favorite Christmas 
memories is the year a white Christ-
mas turned black. 

It all started out on Christmas Eve 
day in Riis Park, a square-block-sized 
patch of recreational outlets plunked 
in the middle of our Chicago neigh-
borhood. I tagged along with my two 
older brothers to go ice-skating in the 
portion of the park that was flooded 
each year to create a sort of ice rink. 
While my brothers played hockey, I 
was left to work out the rudiments of 
ice skating on my own. Being only 5 
or so years old, that wasn’t easy. 

What made it particularly diffi-
cult was that my ice skates were way 
too big for me. The “He’ll grow into 
it” philosophy was indelibly im-
printed into our family’s culture and 
probably dated back to the Stone Age, 
when my Italian forebears passed 
loincloths from child to child and then 
from grandchild to grandchild. In the 
present epoch, circa 1950s, my ice 
skates, like all my clothes, descended 

from my brothers and even my cousins 
before that. 

Whatever the provenance of my ice 
skates, they had clearly seen better days. 
Just as many of the clothes I wore could 
be described as threadbare, my skates 
could be described as leather bare. 

As I circled the Riis Park ice rink, 
the problem wasn’t so much the ad-
vanced age of my skates but rather their 
size. They were so loose on my feet that 
my ankles twisted to their sides. I re-
member the pronation being so extreme 
that I skated more on the leather than on 
the blades. 

Although my spirit was willing, my 
young ankles weren’t. So after only a few 
wobbling circles of the rink, I gave up on 
skating. I plopped down on a park bench 
and pulled off my skates without having 
to untie them. Turning my attention to 

A black  
Christmas 

by James Doti
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“What beautiful skates!” she ex-
claimed. Studying them with her 
milliner’s aesthetic eye, she added, 
“They will be perfect for your sister in a 
few years. Too bad they’re white, Jimmy. 
It looks like they’d fit you perfectly.” 
Cradling the skates in her arms, she hur-
ried toward the hallowed cedar chest 
that served as our family’s clothing vault. 

I watched all this thinking that my 
new baby sister, who was already getting 
all the attention in the family, would 
someday be presented with a pair of ice 
skates that not only were virtually new 
but also would also fit, maybe a first for 
our family. 

Christmas morning was always spe-
cial in our family. I would be wakened 
early by the sounds of my Nonna 
bustling around the kitchen, making 
ravioli, adding her tasty Italian sausage 
stuffing to the turkey and baking her spe-
cial cookies — biscotti di cannella. 

As the sweet smell of the baking bis-
cotti wafted from the kitchen, we excit-
edly tore through our Christmas gifts. 
After they all were opened, my father 
handed me a last gift. His eyes twinkled 
as I excitedly tore away the wrapping 
paper made from the funny pages of last 
Sunday’s newspaper. Images of “Terry 
and the Pirates,” “Dick Tracy” and “Little 
Orphan Annie” gave way, revealing a 
wonderful gift. 

There before my eyes was a pair of 
gleaming black ice skates, oddly with 
white laces. Looking from the skates to 
my dad, I saw a proud smile on his face. 
Then, I saw that his fingers were all 
stained black, not just any black but the 
same black on the ice skates I was hold-
ing. It was pretty obvious, even to a 5 
year old, that these skates weren’t from 
Santa. They didn’t start out in the North 
Pole. They weren’t the handiwork of a 
jolly old man and his elves. They were 
from my dad. 

Some 65 years later, I still remember 
my holiday joy in connecting two obser-
vations: blackened hands and blackened 
ice skates. 

My dad sacrificed so much for the 
ones he loved. After immigrating with 
his family from Brienza, Italy, he had to 
quit high school to help his parents out. 
He devoted the rest of his life working as 
a shoe salesman to make sure his chil-
dren would have the opportunities he 

He turned and was some distance 
away before I got my wits about me and 
hollered out, “Thanks, Mister!” 

I put on the gleaming white skates 
and laced them up. They fit perfectly. All 
I could think of is what kind of family 
can give what appeared to me to be al-
most brand-new skates to a total stranger 
rather than keep them for their own 
progeny. This was perhaps my first les-
son into the peculiar habits of rich peo-
ple. 

Nearing home, I rushed ahead of my 
brothers and burst through the back door 
to give the newfound members of our 
family to my mom. 

InsightFEATURES

▲ JAMES DOTI 
Raised on a mantra of “He’ll grow into 
it,” he vividly remembers the first hand-
me-down that was truly his own.

never had.  
Yet, as I think back on his loving de-

votion to his family and the countless 
sacrifices he made along the way, the 
Christmas memory of my dad that stands 
out among all others is imagining him 
happily toiling away in the basement --  
applying black boot dye to a pair of 
skates — all so that his son, Jimmy, 
would have his first “new” pair of ice 
skates. 
 
James Doti is president emeritus and 
professor of economics at Chapman 
University. 

The author and his parents

A young James Doti
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Wine Wisdom

Sicilian wines have a sterling reputa-
tion nowadays, but this was not always 
the case. In the decades following World 
War II, some Sicilian winemakers ex-
ploited their island’s optimum climate 
and fertile soil to produce oceans of 
undistinguished commodity beverages. 
“The Oxford Companion to Wine” reports 
that “concentration on quantity over 
quality” in those sad days led to over-pro-
duction, declining prices and poor sales. 
This was unsustainable, and as a famed 
economist once said, “If something can-
not go on forever, it will stop.”  

It did stop, thanks to the efforts of 
three warriors for quality — Giacomo 
Rallo, Diego Planeta and Lucio Tasca 
d’Almerita. Guided by these three gentle-
men, winemakers reduced yields, began 
harvesting their grapes more carefully, 
and adopted modern technology in their 
wineries. As Diego Planeta put it, “[E]nol-
ogy had to change. … We couldn’t just 
keep on crushing grapes with our feet.” 
In 1998, Rallo, Planeta, and Tasca 
founded Assovini Sicilia 
(assovinisicilia.it/en/). Assovini created a 
new Sicilian DOC system and began 
spreading the word about enological de-
velopments on the island.  

In the late 1980s, Sicilian winemak-
ers began growing “international” grape 
varieties — notably Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. Consumers 
abroad focused on the familiar grape 
names and were willing to take a chance 
on unfamiliar Sicilian producers. The 
wines were good. Sales increased. More 
recently, agricultural scientists have been 
studying “indigenous” Sicilian grape va-
rieties, and wineries have been releasing 
tasty “traditional” wines that reflect 
Sicily’s distinctive viticultural patrimony.  

Nero d’Avola is the best known of Si-
cilian red grapes. According to wine ex-
pert Karen MacNeill, it produces 
“intensely black-colored wines of real 
depth, juiciness, and charm.” Originally 
grown in the southeast corner of the is-

land, the “black grape of Avola” is culti-
vated in most of Sicily today.  

Frappato is less familiar but equally 
intriguing. Grown mostly in the 
provinces of Siracusa and Ragusa, Frap-
pato has been associated with the city of 
Vittoria for three centuries or more. Frap-
pato wines are famed for their fresh 
cherry and strawberry notes. DNA re-

search revealed that Frappato is related to 
Sangiovese and another grape 
called Ciliegiolo, which may ac-
count for Frappato’s attractiveness 
to lovers of Chianti. (Chianti is 
made primarily of Sangiovese; it 
often includes a bit of cherry-fla-
vored Ciliegiolo as well.)  

Clever winemakers often com-
bine Nero d’Avola and Frappato to 
produce a blend called Cerasuolo 
di Vittoria, a DOCG wine. As one 
might expect, charming Cerasuolo 
is full of luscious cherry and 
strawberry flavors.  

Assovini Sicilia has been 
reaching out to wine enthusiasts 
around the world. Several years 
ago, an Assovini deputation vis-
ited Chicago. That is how I met 
Gaetana Jacono, manager of a won-
derful winery named Valle dell’A-
cate.  

A worthy   
winter wine

by Robert Calvert

Valle dell’Acate (valledellacate.com) 
is located near the Dirillo River (known 
in antiquity as the Achates) in south-
eastern Sicily. The Jacono and Ferreri 
families who operate Valle dell’Acate 
today trace their winemaking roots back 
to the 19th century. Gaetana represents 
the sixth generation of her family in the 
wine business.  

Valle dell’Acate produces a range of 
excellent wines from both international 
and indigenous varietals. My favorite 
probably is Gaetana’s Cerasuolo.  

The Valle dell’Acate Cerasuolo di 
Vittoria DOCG Classico 2013 ($25) is a 
rich ruby color. Made of 60 percent Nero 
d’Avola and 40 percent Frappato, it 
emits graceful fragrances of juicy fruit 
and subtle herbs. Sniffing intently, you 
may notice an additional intriguing 
aroma of wet boulders. The flavor is ab-
solutely delightful — full of tart cher-
ries, strawberries, raspberries, and 
possibly plums, with a dash of black 
pepper and a dot of bitter orange. Miner-
ality becomes apparent as the wine 
opens up. Give yourself a bottle of this 
Cerasuolo for Christmas.  

 

REGION:  

Cerasuolo di Vittoria DOCG  
 
DESCRIPTION:   

Intense cherry red; hints of ripe red 
fruits, blackberries, raspberries and 
cherries; hints of spices, licorice and 
cocoa. 
 
PAIRING:  

Aged Ragusano cheese, complicated 

spiced dishes like chicken curry, game 

pâté, lamb, rabbit. 
 

Valle dell’Acate Cerasuolo  
di Vittoria DOCG Classico 2013 

November 2018
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 Culinary 

case, she brings the reader along via 
charming anecdotes and evocative de-
scriptions of her adventures. Informative 
essays are also interspersed, explaining 
why Umbrian olive oil has always been 
preferred at the Vatican, and teaching us 
the ABCs of Italian cheese. 

Although there is discussion of re-
gional specialties throughout, dishes 
here are not presented by region but in 
traditional chapters by course. The cook-
book begins with 15 recipes for appeal-
ing antipasti and leads us, 11 chapters 
later, to enticing sweets and fruit. Espos-
ito demystifies techniques for traditional 
dishes that many cooks no longer at-
tempt at home, such as Cappelletti di 
Pollo (Chicken-Filled Little Hats). Also 
in the mix are comfort foods such as 
Zuppa di Pane alla Nonna (Bread Soup) 
and Salsa di Domenica (Sunday Sauce). 
But the standout recipes have her re-
gional travels woven into them, such as 
Canederli alla Speck, speck-flavored 
bread gnocchi from the Trentino and 
Alto Adige regions; Brodetto al Porto Re-
canati, fish chowder from Le Marche pre-
pared with at least nine types of fish and 
made golden with strands of saffron; and 
’Mpanatigghi, half-moon-shaped cookies 
from Modica, Sicily, filled with local 
chocolate, almonds, cinnamon and 
lemon zest, plus a secret ingredient — 
veal! 

Lavishly illustrated with food photos 
by John Hession and images from the au-
thor’s personal travel collection, the 
cookbook arrives just in time for holiday 
gift-giving. Esposito’s devoted followers 

by Dolores Sennebogen 

search of authenticity and tradition, 
she has crisscrossed the countryside, 
visiting farmhouse kitchens, family-run 
trattorie, master bakers and artisan 
cheese makers. She has stomped 
through radicchio fields in Veneto, 
sampled perfect creamy pistachio nuts 
in a Palermo market, and sought the se-
crets of San Marzano tomatoes within 
the shadow of Mount Vesuvius. In each 

While most of the world thinks in 
terms of “Italian food,” Mary Ann Espos-
ito always shows us that in Italy there is 
only regional food, drawn from distinc-
tive roots and specific food cultures. 
When Esposito began visiting the Italian 
homeland that she regards as “the magi-
cal boot,” she developed the habit of 
keeping a travel journal. Many journals 
later, they have become for her a time ma-
chine, with each precious page opening a 
cascade of sights, sounds, memories and 
stories. In her 13th cookbook, “Ciao Italia: 
My Lifelong Food Adventures in Italy” 
(Peter E. Randall, 2018), she generously 
shares these collected treasures with her 
legions of fans. The La Voce contributor is 
widely known for her television program 
“Ciao Italia with Mary Ann Esposito,” 
which began airing on PBS in 1989 and is 
the longest-running cooking show on TV. 
Time has not dimmed the enthusiasm and 
precision she brings to each story and 
each recipe she shares with us. 

Esposito doesn’t simply want to cre-
ate perfect recipes. She wants to under-
stand the origins of each ingredient and 
its contribution to the end result. In 
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or deep frying pan, combine the melted 
fat with the olive oil and add the 
chopped onions and pepper. Add the salt 
and mix well. Cook the mixture over 
medium heat for 5 minutes, then add ½ 
cup of the wine. Cook for 5 minutes, or 
until the vegetables have absorbed just 
about all the liquid. Add the lamb chops 
to the pan, pour in the remaining ½ cup 
wine, and cover the pan. Simmer for 1½ 
hours, or until the meat is fork-tender. 
Check the pan after about 20 minutes of 
cooking; if the mixture looks dry, add 
more wine, broth, or water. Remove the 
cover and add the bay leaves and toma-
toes. Simmer until the tomatoes soften, 
10 to 12 minutes. Transfer the lamb chops 
to a platter and serve with some of the 
pan juices and vegetables. 

 
Cavatelli con Cime di 

Rapa e Pangrattato 
(Little Caves with  

Broccoli Rapa and Breadcrumbs) 
 
Cavatelli means “little caves” be-

cause the dough is shaped similar to 
gnocchi. There are no eggs in this dough. 
Water, durum semolina flour (a finer 
grind of semolina), and a pinch of salt are 
the sole ingredients. The dough is rolled 
into long ropes the width of your pinkie 
finger and traditionally cut into ¼-inch 
pieces with a small spatula-like tool 
called a rasola, but a butter knife will do. 
Each piece is rolled under your finger to 
create an indentation. The little hollows 
of the cavatelli nicely trap the slightly 
spicy sauce. 

Serves 6 to 8 
 

CAVATELLI DOUGH 
2½ cups fine durum semolina flour 
½ teaspoon salt 
¾ cup warm water 

 

SAUCE 
½ cup fresh breadcrumbs 
¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil 
3 oil-packed anchovy fillets, drained  
   and coarsely chopped 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 small dried red chile, crumbled 
1 tablespoon salt 
1 pound broccoli rapa, tough stems 
trimmed and leaves coarsely chopped 

 
First, make the dough. In a large 

bowl mix the flour, salt, and enough 
water to make a dough that is the con-
sistency of bread dough. Add more 
flour or water as needed. Knead the 
dough until smooth, then cover the 
dough and let it rest for 30 minutes. 
Cut the dough into 6 pieces and roll 
each piece under the palm of your 
hand to create a log that is the thick-
ness of your pinky finger and 14 
inches long. Cut each log into ¼-inch-
long pieces. With your finger, draw 
each piece of dough across a wooden 
butter paddle, cavarola board, or 
wooden cutting board, leaving an im-
pression or “little cave,” and place 
them on floured towels. At this point, 
you can freeze the cavatelli on the 
trays and then transfer them to plastic 
bags once hard or cook them immedi-
ately.  

To make the sauce, toast the bread-
crumbs in a large sauté pan over 
medium heat until golden, then trans-
fer them to a bowl. In the same pan, 
heat the olive oil; add the anchovies, 
garlic, and dried chile until the an-
chovies almost dissolve. Cover the pan 
and keep the sauce warm while the ca-
vatelli cook. 

Bring 4 quarts of water to a boil 
over high heat; add the salt, cavatelli, 
and broccoli rapa and cook until the 
cavatelli are al dente, about 4 minutes. 
Drain and reserve 1 cup of the cooking 
water. Transfer the cavatelli and broc-
coli rabe to the sauté pan and combine 
well over medium heat with the sauce, 

will welcome “Ciao Italia: My Lifelong 
Food Adventures in Italy” like a visit 
from an old friend. 

 
 

Costolette di  
Agnello di Luigi 

(Luigi’s Lamb Chops) 
 
Whenever I am in Italy, I take the op-

portunity to learn about local foods from 
home cooks. Such was the case at the Di 
Majo Norante winery in Molise where 
winemaker Luigi Di Majo shared his fa-
vorite recipe for rack of lamb served with 
a delicious sauce made with wine from 
his estate. 

Serves 4 
 

1 rack of lamb, cut into chops (7 or 8) 
3 tablespoons lamb fat, lard,  
   or unsalted butter, melted 
⅓ cup extra-virgin olive oil 
2 red onions, coarsely chopped 
1 small hot pepper, seeded  
     
   and finely chopped 
2 teaspoons fine sea salt 
1 cup dry red wine, or more to taste 
2 bay leaves 
4 to 6 large plum tomatoes, peeled, 
    seeded, and quartered, or 1 16-ounce 
    can plum tomatoes, undrained 

 
If you plan to use rendered lamb fat, 

cut enough off the chops and melt it in a 
large pan to get 3 tablespoons and set it 
aside. In the same pan, raise the heat to 
high and brown the lamb chops on both 
sides. Set the meat aside. In a Dutch oven 

Photos by John W. Hession
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In Umbria, Mary Ann visits the home of 
Francesca Margutti to dine and watch her 
make homemade pasta. 
 
Meeting her in her cheery, lime green-painted 
kitchen, I was immediately comfortable in the 
lush surroundings of potted herbs, beautiful 
roses, cream-colored lilies, and intoxicating 
lavender plants soaking up the noontime sun 
on the outdoor terrace. Francesca is a vigor-
ous woman with short, dark hair and a wide 
smile. It was evident by witnessing her effi-
ciency in the kitchen with her hands that she 
has been making good food since she was a 
young girl. 
 
Before making pasta, there was lunch to con-
sider, and I was ushered outside to the ter-
race where a pristine table was set with 
terracotta dishes. The meal started with an 
antipasto of fresh fava beans dressed in fra-
grant, deep green Umbrian extra-virgin olive 
oil served with Pecorino Romano cheese. 
There were juicy perfumed melon slices, the 
perfect bed for see-through slices of local 
prosciutto. There was a plate of attractively 
arranged spicy salame, dried tomatoes glis-
tening in extra-virgin olive oil, and, of course 
good, rustic bread. That would have been 
enough, but it would not have been Italian 
hospitality at its finest. Fresh, delicate ribbons 
of fettuccine followed, with a sauce of wild 
garlic tops, cherry tomatoes, and dried red 
pepper flakes. I did not leave a trace of that 
on my plate. Next, an exquisitely prepared 
faraona (guinea hen) seasoned with a mix-
ture of herbs and cooked with wine left me in 
awe, and I wondered how I could ever get 
through the afternoon as the wine flowed 
freely to accompany this pranzo. A plate of 
cavallucci and tozzetti cookies from Analita’s 
pasticceria ended the glorious meal. 

adding some of the reserved cooking 
water if the sauce is too dry. Transfer the 
mixture to a platter and top with the 
breadcrumbs. Serve hot. 

Note: Cavatelli makers can save time; 
they are available online. 

 

Rame di Napoli 
(Sicilian Chocolate Spice Cookies) 
 
Rame di Napoli are spicy chocolate 

cookies prepared especially for the Day of 
the Dead, November 2, and are given to 
adults and children as a gift in memory of 
their deceased relatives. Even though the 
name suggests that these cookies are 
Neapolitan, they are in fact Sicilian be-
cause Sicily and Naples were once part of 
the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, lasting 
from 1815 until 1860. The capitals were 
Naples and Palermo. Rame means “cop-
per,” and these cookies were meant to re-
semble the copper coins that were minted 
to replace the gold and silver ones when 
the Kingdom of Sicily was annexed to the 
Kingdom of Naples. 

 
Makes about 28 large cookies 

 
1 cup plain tea biscuit cookies, such as 
   Stella D’Oro, ground into coarse crumbs 
1 to 1-¼ cups milk 
4 cups unbleached all-purpose flour 
1 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
2 large eggs 
7 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

1 tablespoon honey 
1 tablespoon orange marmalade 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
7/8 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ground cloves 

 

CHOCOLATE GLAZE 
1 cup dark chocolate chunks 
4 tablespoons (½ stick) unsalted butter 
1½ cups coarsely crushed  
  pistachio nuts 
 

Put the cookie crumbs in a medium 
bowl and just barely cover them with 
milk. Allow them to sit and soak until 
the crumbs have absorbed the milk, 
then stir well until the mixture reaches 
a creamy consistency. In a separate 
large bowl, mix together the remaining 
ingredients. Add the milk-soaked 
crumbs to the mixture and combine 
well. Add more milk to the batter, a lit-
tle at a time, and, using a wooden 
spoon, stir it until the mixture reaches 
the consistency of a thick paste, like 
that of pastry cream. The amount of 
milk added will depend on the type of 
cookies used, but should not be more 
than 1½ to 2 cups. Look for a somewhat 
loose and creamy consistency that still 
holds its shape on a spoon and is not 
runny or liquid. Let the batter rest at 
room temperature for 1 hour. Preheat 
the oven to 325°F. Line several baking 
sheets with parchment paper. Use a ¼-
cup measure or scoop to form the batter 
into rounds, spacing them 1-inch apart 
on the baking sheets. Bake for 15 to 20 
minutes, or until the tops of the cookies 
appear dry. Remove them from the oven 
and cool completely on a cooling rack. 
Begin making the glaze only when the 
cookies have cooled completely. 

To make the glaze, melt the choco-
late and butter together in a double 
boiler over low heat, stirring constantly. 
Once the chocolate has completely 
melted and the consistency is a thin liq-
uid, remove it from the heat and pour it 
into a bowl. Dip the top of each cookie 
into the glaze, coating the surface 
evenly, and place them on cooling racks 
to dry. Sprinkle the tops of each cookie 
with some of the pistachio nuts while 
the glaze is still warm, then cool com-
pletely. 

▼ COOK’S TIP ▼ 



FRA NOI for ComUNICONovember 201874

PARTING SHOTS

by Nicola Orichuia

A view from the hill
Petralia Sottana 

jacket army that helped unify Italy. 
But poverty and desperation still 

gripped the land, and thousands of resi-
dents took off for North and South 
America, as well as northern Europe, in 
search of better fortune. From a peak of 
more than 10,000, Petralia was reduced 
in a few decades to less than one third of 
its original population.   

Today, Petralia Sottana is placid 
burg where visitors can enjoy a relaxed 
way of life and excellent local foods, in-
cluding cannoli and local almond-paste 
cookies known as cucchie. 

Perched atop a steep hill in the 
central part of Sicily, Petralia Sottana is 
hard to miss. The imposing Basilica 
Chiesa Madre (Mother Church) appears 
to watch over the town while offering 
testimony to its proud past. 

Thanks to abundant water re-
sources, the area has been inhabited for 
thousands of years, with the first traces 
of civilization dating back to the 4th 
millennium B.C. The Romans con-
quered and urbanized the area during 
the 3rd century B.C., transforming it 
into an important military and commer-

cial center. Known at the time as Petra, the 
town’s name was changed to Batraliah 
under Arab rule, later morphing into Pe-
tralia Sottana.  

The town prospered under the Arab oc-
cupiers, who tolerated religious diversity, 
and Petralia even had a vibrant Jewish 
community until 1492, when the Spanish 
monarchy banned all Jews from Sicily. The 
feudal era that followed was not a happy 
one for Petralia, with landowners profiting 
off the work of local farmers. A flicker of 
hope was brought by Giuseppe Garibaldi, 
and many men from Petralia joined the red-
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Inserra Supermarkets ShopRites 
            

          In New Jersey 
 

ShopRite of Bayonne         ShopRite of Hackensack       ShopRite of Wayne 
    ShopRite of Hoboken         ShopRite of Palisades Park                  ShopRite of Lodi 
  ShopRite of Fair Lawn             ShopRite of West Milford         ShopRite of Emerson 
    ShopRite of Hillsdale   ShopRite of Northvale         ShopRite of Wallington 
ShopRite of Columbia Park  ShopRite of Lyndhurst       ShopRite of New Milford 
 ShopRite of Metro Plaza                         ShopRite of Ramsey 
       

          In New York 
 

   ShopRite of Tallman            ShopRite of Stony Point       ShopRite of Garnerville 
  ShopRite of New City                 ShopRite of West Nyack 
 

 

 
 

Your Family Owned and Operated Neighbor Supermarket Proudly Caring 
and Serving Our Communities for Over 60 Years 


